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moGl to this, but we'll jLrr le.r. n ar
a tip of the hat to a s@th-r.otiils
group who obviously tEd doc rh.ir

This issue in.ludes some more ol
George Dornin's (1225) fine Nationals
photographs, The class is extlemely
foiunale to hav€ as members, pho-
iographeis of the caliber of ceorge
Dornin and Georse Silk (1874), and
their contributions have meant a grea!
deal to ihe Bagplpe. lncidenlatly, lhe
Bagpipe can always use Thistle pholo-
g.aphs, If you have some avajlable,
send us a copy. 5 x ? or S x l0 black
and white prints are the €asiest to use,
but w€ can bandle any size, color or

News, lips, or articles o! subjects of
interest to Thisllers also are alwats
welcomed by the Bagpipe. It is not al-
ways possible to use everythi.g that
com€s in, and sotue iiems may sit in
the editor's "copy bank," wailiDg lor
the dght moment, bll you can rest
assured tha! all contributiobs are
deeply appreciated. It also would be
belpful if aU Fleet Secreta es would
put the Bagpipe on tbeir mailing lisls
Ior their fleel newsletters, and if Dis-
t.ict Secretaries would do the same lor
their general district hailirgs.

At this year's Winnetka rcgatta, we
.oticed that ihe rac€ committee con-
sjsted of lhree leenagers who bravely
olt folth in a 1? ft. aluhinuh skifi
ihat was equipped with a sigDal hast
rhat could weu have been a converted
oar. Needless !o say, we apprcached
the 6rst stan vith some trepidation,
but soon discovered that our fears {ere
unfounded. The committee work was
excellent, with weU thought out
courses, square lines, and correctly ex-
ecuted procedures, When vind shitts
prcduced the one bad stafting line ol
the seies, and a number oI r'early

overs," lhe R. C. prcmptly recalled
aDd rcset. AU in all, ihe performance
was far better than many we have ob-
sewed from committees with large
boats, a gieat deal oI equipment, and
many people, There well may be a

This issue coDteins the anarysi! ot
the 1968 Nationals questionnaiE. A
staiistical analysis of this nature brinEs
to mind a quot€ lrom a speech give.
by a nther doui Scorsman discussins
the B tish Labor govemment. "Sta-
tistics arc tike a bikibi bathing suit:
what thoy reveal is interesting; whai
tbey conceal is vital." There ale many
prcblems in properly interpleting sta-
tistics. The manner ib vhich lhe ffs,
ures are orga.ized can have a signi6-
cant efiect. The intenction oI other
variables, which hay not be included
in the analysis, can bias the appaient
results. Also, as Tofr Wilson (1815)
pointed out a couple of years ago, one
of the Dajor problems is that establish-
iDg a correlaiion between a given fac-
tor a.d regatta perlormaDce does noi
prove a cause-and-efiect relationship.
To pu! ihis into everydsy English, Tom
noted that if all of the top sailors iD
the class were convinced that red boats
were faster, you could rest assured that
regardless of vhether or not there
were any advantages in coto., tbe top
ten boais at the Natioials would be
prepondelantiy red, The Nationals
questionnairc is one oI the morc inter-
esting articles the Bagpipe publishes,
and An bas done an exceUent job oi
preseDting the data; but, be a little
careful in drawinE general conclusions
or in atiempting to apply the data to
you. own sailing, (IncidentaUy, two of
the three fastest boats at the Naiionals,
F icks (158?) a.d Fracker  (1109),  were

This is usually ihe time of year when
the class proudly poihts !o tbe lact that
the lop 20 boats at the Nationals in-
cluded the oldest and the newest boats
in the class, glass and wood hulls, and
aluhinum and wood masts. lt hight
also be worthwhili to note that the
top 20 ilcluded skippers from young
kids to old goats. Dennjs Clark (2445)
in first, and Chris Klotz (1) in ninih,
contended for the Molgan Junior
Trophy lor the_top skipper under 18i
while skippers such s Bruno Ma.k-
eliunas (1358) in fifteenth, abd Job
Cardel (821) in seventeenth, lought it
out Ior the Old Goat Trophy, for the
top skipper over 50- Th€ lact that both
boats and skippeE of widely varying
aee can compete equally is certainly
one of the prime stlengihs of th€ cla$.
(conliwed on poge 11)
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the skippers' meeting
BINTH NOTICE

Starting with tbis i$ue, the Bagpipe
has a new column, 'THE SKIPPERS'
MEETING." one oi the manj putposes

of the Bagpipe is to pror,ide a meaDs
of cohmmuoication bet*4n the class
oleanizatio. and rhe clN members.
This new column is intended to em-
phasize and expand this f!.ction. It
wiU contain clas nolices a.d business,
replacing "POSTED oN THE BOARD"
and covering some of the material pre-

viously published in 'DNI S.' ln addi
tion, it will atlempt to sample class
opinion aDd ptuvide a forum for dis-
cussion of items of interesl to
Thistlers. If you have an opinion on
a subject of inte.6t to the class which
you would like io se in the BtgDiDe,
put it i! a lom suitable lor publica-

tion and sehd it in. Withi! th€ limits
of available space, *e vill try to print

as many of these opinioDs as possible.

We also intend to *lect one subject of
topical interest each issue and try to
6Dd out "mat\ You Opinion?" The
nrst such quetion is Dced belo{, and
it's certaiDl! oDe that elicited many
st@ng opinions at Sayville this year,

This attempt to obtain class "panici

pation" in tbe Baglip€ G an expe -

mental one, and well may founder on
the rocks of inertia and disinterest, so
if the idea appeals to you, please help
out by sending in your opinion on a
letter or a pct card.

If you have any questions you'd like
to have aDsvered by oDe of the "big

guns" in the clas, send it in with the
name of the peEon you'd like to have
answer it, aDd we'Il try to get an
answer for you. Please avoid the Dear
Abby type of question, but if you have
one fo! Dea. Molly Mainsail, we']1 see
iI we can't get her to warm up her

Looking back over past year's issues,
you (iU find sales pitches for the class
dues which would do justice to a
Procter & Gamble advertising man
(which was the vocatiod of one editor).
To anyone who knows the class and ils
publicatio.s, howeve!, this shouldn't
bc necessary, You get your moneY s
worth with ihe six issues of the Bag-
pipe and the Yearbook alone. More-
over, bi paying your dues, you sup-
port the organizalion "that makes it
au possible," including lhe legattas,
Districts, Intedistricts, and NatioDals.
Perhaps even more important to a
Scotsman, it is the Thistle Class As-
sociation which has prolected the value
oi your boat by developing a phi-
losophy on the control of a one design
boat that has kept the boat modern at
minimal cost and kept all boals equauy
competitive. Gel your dues to your
fleet secrelaryi or, iI you are a non-
fleet member, mail them direct io the
TCA Secreta!y-Treasurer ,  Honey
Abramson, at 1303 Ridgewood Drive,
Highland Park, Illinois, 60035.

Act ive M€mbers . . . . . . . . . . - . . - .$6.00
Unattached Members 6.00
Associaie Members .................- 4,00
Co-owners othe! than the

Senior Co-OwDer . ...... 4.00
Late dues penalty after

I 'ebruary 15. . . . . - . .  . . . .  . . . .  .50

Heavy Air Race," but most of these
vere plobably heavily att butable to
hidden dahage incurred in that race.
Skippe6 never agree on ltind velocity,
but the aDemometer on shore was
gusting steadily over 26 MPH before
the race, and one local paper quoled
wind sp€eds to 32 MPH. Alter the race,
there was considerable difierence of
opinion as to whether or not ihe race
should have been held, and the opin_
ions only paiially depended on
whether or not the iDdividual had
survived, Some of the non-suNivors
were seen after the race consulting the
New Yoik Statutes on jusiinable homi-
cide! bu! in all fairness, the Race Com-
miltee, which did a superb job through-
out the series, could noi be held to
accouDt. If a class makes no attempt
to spccify its desires in regar.t to can-
cellation velociiies, the Race Commit-
tee cannot be expected to cancel until
the sailors' personal safetY is in
dancer. With Sayviue's warm water,
aDd {ith beautiful blue skies starilg
down o! the sc€ne oi indescribable
carlage below, the satety of the partic-
ipants was never in question

The question posed is, "Should the
Thistle class set a maximum wind
velocity for sanctioned events?" Some
other classes, such as the Snlpes, have
specified cancellation velocities. If
such a limit is imposed, what should

There were a nmber ol arguftents
asainst such a limit at Sayviue. Manv
fen it woutd penalize ihe skippers who
were good in heavy air. Othels pointed
out the thrills of sailing a Thistle in
30 MPH winds. still othels, {ho wer€
heard choruing over the demise oi mGt
ol the very bendy masts, and discuss-
inc, in voices which hardlv echoed {iih
Ch stian charity, hort "those darn
mast tinkerels got theirs todav," lelt
that heavy air races could serve to
"keep the class honest" in regard to
mast alterations. One skipPer wbo
finished the lace in-the top 5 rccourted
how a number of boats passed hih
only to "come aparf" sholtly thereafter,
aDd pointed out that one ol the skiUs
in heavy air is coDsewation oI You!
boat. It also should be pointed out
that a speciffc limit sould not be
equally applicable to aU wate$.
( contttuled on pase 11 )

A NOTE TO
FLEET SECNETARIES

Do not forg€t tlut your deet dues
and your Annual Fl€et Report should
be in our Secreiary-Treasur€r's hands
no later thaD January 30.

JANUARY WIIITE SALE
It is time once again to remind

Thisuers everywheF of the biggest
ba.gain ol the yea!. t'or little mole
than the pnce ol a regatta regisiration,
o! a used Mali.er cem cleat, you can
obtain all of ihe advantages ol mem-
bership in one of the nnest one design
clds o.ganizations in the country. The
Thistle Class Ass@iation is a non-
profit olganization, and tlte class dues
are a basic necessity lo! slrvival.

WIIAT'S YOI]R OPINION?
This year'E Nationals at Sawille

tuned into a 6!st class demolitio!
derby. In addition to the now in-
fahous kindlins pile of bmken hasts,
there we.e numerous booms with
severe compression cracks, and a vast
aray of hardware lailures, such as
b.oken rudders, broken centerboard
drums, split mast stanchions, elc. Herb
Whittall (24?4) set one record as he
broke two masts in one day, and Dave
Minton (28) must have sei anotber as
he saw plactically every piece of gear
but the skippe.'s belt come apan in
the lounh !ace. Many ol tbe failures
aclually occured after "The Great
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tlle present:DENNIS CLARK o
This yea!'s National champion is a 1? year old lrom the Paciffc Northwest, sailing in his second Nationa}s' we

ask€cl his palents to provide a biography, and asked Dennis to provide an adicle on beatibg lo weather in heavy air

and a chop. A piclure of this yeafs champion emerges lrom these two articles: A young man who believes that thorough
prepamtion, practice' and maximum effort arc the incredienis for success, 

'we hope that this combiDation brings hib

his goal ol an Orympic berth in l9?2.

PRESENTING DENNIS AND SAILBOATS
By Bob and Coral Cltrk

Dennis was iDitiated into sailing at
aboui 6 months ol age by sleeping
under ihe deck of a Lightning on Lake
Erie. When Dennis was six, we
acquired anoiher Lichining which we
appropriately named the "Creeping

crutch," A competitive boat she was
not, but she seNed the puipose of
teaching all our boys to enjoy the sport

By the tune DeDnis was eight the
family higlated to Seatlle, Washing-
ton io start a sailboa! company. t'iber-
gtass Lighrnings were being considercd
legal, and we were out to build a com-

On a4ival in Seattle, Dennis was
enroued in both a sailing cou$e and
skiing l6sons. These wele his choseD
sports, aDd the most active in the area

At ten, Dennis had his own o-K.
Dinghy which we car topped to Re-
gallas while tlailing our Lightning.
These were the years oi capsizes and
wet clothes, He rapidly inherited the
name oI "splash" clark that we had
obtained in 1939 when we were lean-
ing to sait ihe hard waY. Racing and
sailinc the O.K. not onlv taught him
how to ght a boat quickly, but also
how to handle a boat, be master of his
ship, and the raciDg lules and tactics
He gmduated as a competent Dinshy
sailor by taking a 2nd place in the
O.K. Nationals in 1963.

Until 196?, {h€n Dennis acquired
his 6rst Thistle, he sailed the Int, 14,
C-Lark, and crewed at the GearY Na_
tionals, Thistle Paciic coasts and
LightDing Nationals. Hls best coaches
Ior these yeals were his father, his
brothe! Don, and Don's wife Jerie {'66
Adams Cup Winner).

As I have mentioned PrevioulY,
Dennis's attendance at the Thistle Na-
tionals in 196? inoeased his enthusi-
asm tor competitive sailing The vtinter.
sport of skiiDg was forgotten lnstead,
every eeek-end the "Wizard of Id"
{ould be on the Lake Practicing

4

Winter3ailing in Seattle is blesed with
higb winds, which is his lavorite sail-
ing weather, and is extremely good

practice lor Sayville.
Dennis has very good crades in

schoor so we allowed hih to altend the
Calif. Thistle Mid-WinteE and the
Lightning Southem Circuit duriDg the
school year. DuriDg the sMme!
monihs he attended aU availabl€
regattas thal had Thistle activitv.
There were very Iew nights dunng
this summer that ihe Thistle was not
out on the water, If the wind was too
light, he wa cleaning the boat or
changing some ffttings to try in the
next race. The cockpit hours he spends
on his boats is hotorious.

We have the Thistle Class and the
encouragement they gave to Dennis at
the '6? Nationals io thank Jor blinging

the '69 Nationals to the ltest coast.
Dennis vill noi be a lone Thislle. on
the lake this wiDteri the other Thistlers

wjll be pMcticing witb him. Dennis is
well awarc ihat praclice makes Per-
fect, and he is also well awale he has

a lot hore praciicing to do to altain his
goal in the sailing spor!, which is to

attend the OIYmPics.

THE HEAVY AIR BEAT
By D.Dis Cltrk (2414)

Befole even leavirg the dock for a
heavy air lace one must be sure of the
equiphent on his yacht. Without the
sturdiest and easi€st working equip-
ment he can find, the skipper wiU do
liitle more than {orry about vhethe!
his rig will stand, tbus losing much
needed concentration. To begin with,
lhe centerboard should be the filst to
gain your attention - it musi be able
to loll back far enough in the sloi to
reduce weathe! helm and also be tight
enougb in the trunk so that ii won't
wobble to the extent that it cocks the
wrong way and loses You ground to
windward, i.e., the trailing edge shourd
not go fulther to vindwald oi the
cenierline oI the boat than the leading
edge, A fairly heavy jib halvard vire
should also be a requirehent since the
jib you have was certainlv not designed
to be sailed vith scallops up and down
the ]ufi. 3/32 wire is quite satisfactort
ihough the 1/16 wire is, in my opinion,
a bit skinny to caty the eniire load
of the jib. One must aiso remember
lo keep the wire lolled neattv on the
vinch drud, else lt will tend to slip
and cause the luff to slacken. It also

soes without sayins that a fuu jib is

t

v
0.Ior.. b.tv..n .nd qft* rh. 6c€., D€.nir coold u3u.llY 5. louid wo*ins on hn bo'r'
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IIEAVY AIA BEAT (conlinred)

mandatory in heavy seas,
The hiking straps must also be

tailored to the crew and skippe!, since
the team must expect 1o be using them
the entire time. I hale used with great
success the slraFs put along the iDside
edge ol lhe seat: ior th€ lorNard crew
the stqp reaches from the forward
edge oI the seat to lh€ alt €dC. ol the
thwart; and, for the ftiddle crew, the
strap goes lrom the fo.\rard edge oI
the thwart to about thirty inches back
on the iDside edge ol the seat. The
skipper is tben able ro use the con
ventional straps reaching lrom the aft
edge al the th\ran to the transom of
tbe boai. The efrciency, I tbink, of
these hiki.C stEps is that thc crew is
able to hike far enough out that they
can sit on the side of lhe boat in a

Getting *'ater our of the boat should
also be a major coside.ation sincc you
a.e bound to get Nat€r in the boat jn

a heavy air race. I have iound that
t\vo Elvstrom Super llaxes do quite an
excellent job - rhey sill evcn baii to
windward, ADother interesting tech-
nique of water removal Eas scen on
Bill Alexander's boat at Sayville, thc
new "Guzle. bilge puhp put out bJ
the DuPont !@ple. This auangemeni
had lines to pull lrom ihe .ail and a
shock cod to pull lbe handlc back
down so that the boat could be €asily
bailed while hiking.

As we enter the 6€ld of tech.:que,
I am a nrm bel'ever in the wold HIKEI
The bodis on the boat hust be all ihe
way our and as los. to water as they
can get. Thistles, with their great sail
areas, are truiy dimcult to keep level.
I will agree, but aDyoDe who relaxes
here will not last a seodd. I will G-
peat: anyole s'ho relaxes will not lasl

Witb the board as far back in the
truDk a posible, rhe cre*' all hiked
out, the nelt thing to do is adjust the
mast to the point wheie you do not
have an exheme {eatber helm. This is
where the beavy jjb halyard .omes in
haDdy: crank the mast iorwad more
and more as you. helm increases. This
.ot only quickens the boat for obvious
reasons, but helps the skipper to more
easily steer the boai over the waves.
Since ttre boat's weather helm will in
crease as the boaf's leeward heel in-
creases, the boat musl be sailed at ils
correct angle ol heel while these ad-
jEtments ar€ beinc made-

The jib musr be eased a bit to insure
flllness. and it must be lemehbered

that the jibsheets, due to their lencth,
are proDe to stretch aDd must be ad-
justed continually. It goes without
saw inF  t h , t  t he  i i hqh .p i  l .Ad .  <h . , nd

SAIL-HO

REGATTA OFFICEtr,S _ MID.WINTER IHISTLE CIIAMPIONSHIP
Thist leRegat taChairmen. . ._. . . . . . .  . . . . . ._ . . . . . . ._ . .Ear lahalReba
Race chairman Ted Tolson,

by each contestant, eacb to bear tbe T.C.A, ,.Royalty paid,, label

lloh this sometimes benedcial

Try lbese ideas in the next heavy
weather race and see what they do for

MeasurehentChairhan. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._ . ._. .capt .Frer lc ,Eastr
Housing Chaimen ..... . ...Ed aDal Flo Shem
Eliciibility Resuir€ments:
t. A11 contestants must have a 1968 dues paid card with the stamp ..Register

Boat" on it, o. be listed,.dues pai.l and registercd" in the 1968 yearbook
2, Cha ercd boats will be permitted but nust be .,registere.l" boats,
3.  Al l  J ibs ano mr insai ls  nor  prev iousty heasured and stamped ar  a Dist r ic t

National Championship shaU be me6ured,
4. No sails other tban sails bearine the owners sait Dumber shal be permitred
5. The Registration Cohmittee shall check I and 2 above; and, sball requ

the rcgistrant to cenify that all of his sails have been measured and staftp,
or to bdng a ce iEcation from the S,P.Y.C. measuring Committee to 1
efiect that all oI the coDtesrants sails have beeD measured and stamDed.

6.  Only two su rs  of  work iaB sar .s  shd one spinnakpr wi l t  be app.ovea ior  t

FITTING OUT

With most boats having lost their locke.s in weight reductjon plograms,
it is hard to ffnd a place to store the lew small tools and ii€ms of gear lhat
most skippers like to have aboard. Onc soluiion is a small ditty bag, but
it is olten very ha.d to quickly 6nd and extricate the needed tools from a
smaU bag. Pete Bordes has a "cloth locker" of Dactu., with a zipper
closure, that is about lhe same size and shape as the wood locker. A.othe.
solution, iUustrated above, is the "Berry Bag" made by Paul Berry (1630),
It has two gear pockets; a small one with a zipper for valuables; and a
larger oDe, with a dap using a Velcro tape c]osurc, for larger Cear. Two
transparent packets hold a lalge Hazard Race Computer and a race circular,
and there !s a nap sewn across the rear to hold a bridle.
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