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DEADLINE FOR NEXT
TWO ISSUES.

Jan.-I'eb., 1968: Jan. I
Ma..-Apr., 1968: Mar. 11

COVER PICTURE: We have C.
V. Warfield to thank fo. the beau-
tiful l'histie in action. as Bob Shaw
(1421) and oew, George Levin
(1371), compete in the I{woOA](.
held at Richmond Yacht Club, San
Francisco Bay, last June.

Lelter lo Ihe Eduor!
The TriHarbor Thistle Fleet #84

held their annual membe$hip meet-
ins and election of office$ on October
28. The following officers were elect-
ed for the 1968 season:

Fleet Captain - JohD Brown (1305)
Measurer-Andy Littlejohn (73)
Sec.-T.eas. - Carol Schmidt (333)
Chairmen for Dist.ict Champion-

ships - A Glasier (47r) and Pete

The meeting was held at the home
of Al and Carol Schmidt and was at-
tended by twenty{wo people, atl look-
ing forward to a year of active sailing.
Ou. fleet is in a stage of rapid growth
and renewed intercst. The Ti Har'
bor Fleet includes Alamiios Bay, Ca-
brillo Beach, and Los Angeles Harbors
and we welcome any visiio$ who
would like io come by and join us.
We are always ready for a race or a

Sincerely,
Carcl Schmidt
Sec.-Treas., I leet #84

The BaEpip€ G happy io hear from
Caml Schmidt about ihe active state
of Td'Earbor Thistle Fleet #84, and
also to know that they have already
held their annual fteeiiDg, including
the election of Fleet officers fo! the
1968 season. With this type of fire
ball organization, i! is undoubtedly a
ceriainty that fleet +84 is ln the pro-
cess of prepa ng their annual fleet
repon and a.raDgj.8 for the collection

Reference io ihe By-Laws reveals
that each Fteet should conduct their
annual heeting prjor to December 1,
with results of the election of Fleet
office$ being liled with the TCA
wiihjn iwo weeks following the meel
ing. Th€ BaErpipe will be glad to an-
nounce the results of such fleet elec-
iions. on a firstcoDe firsfserve basis
aDd as space requiremenls dictate.

ID conjuctu.e with annual deet-
ings, in the prepaGtion of the lleet
repolt, collection of TCA dues and
general rcvision and upsrading of ihe
I'leei Roster; Honey Abmmson, ou.

Nationat Secretary-Treasurer, is cur-
rcntry in the pmcess of sending out
the usual report forms and iDstructioDs
pertainins to ihese arcas and ihey
should be acted upon vith prompiness

The repori, roster, and dues sbould
be back in th€ National Se$etary's
hands by January 30, with dues being
late if received after lebruary 15.
When prepa ng the roster, complete
accuracy witl be helpful as this ma-
terial forms the basis of the Yearbook-
Zip codes are a must as they are a rc-
quirement for third ctass mail, the
route The B8spipe havels- I'uriher,
the tihe schedule of the Yearbook
hinses upon the receipi of all rosters,
so please join the ranks of Fleet #84.

Aboul TCA dues: Your National
Thistle Association and iis pubiication,
Th€ Bagpipe, a.e operated completely
as a non-profit organjzaiion. Needless
to say, and as you can welt under-
stand, ii does tak€ "g.een backs" for
us to ope.ate an efficient, infomative
and hieh-caliber sailing assocjat'on
with national mnking among the var-
ious one-desi$ classes.

And vhar do we ofletj Every mem-
ber receives six issues of The Bagpipe
eacb year, which include Executive
and covernins Board lings ihat sei
lhe tempo and policy of the Class,
Measurer's rulings that, over the past
years, have rcfined our specifications
to the point wherc there is litile ques
iion about the one-design featues of
the Thistle. Furthe., aU major cham'
pionship series are included in detait,
and you can even read of your own
local Thistle Invitational, should you

In addition, many feaiure articles
are included that retate to sails, had-
ware, tactics and many other "go-fast"

tvpe subjects. Irom the classified sec-
iion one can buy or sell a Thistle with
great success and low ad lates.

Each membe. rcceives the Class
Yearbook, containing the Constitution,
By-Laws, Plans and Specifications,
Rulings, along with complete Fleet
Roste$ and other misc€llaneous infor-

The Chief Measurer has conducied a
number of techDical studies towad
furtherjns the st.ictly "one-design"

specificaiion oI the Thistle, aU of
which requi re fDds of  vary ing
amouts. In fact, at present he is
studying ihe mast siiuation with an
inielih report expected sho ly,

Tbe BagPiPe



WhaI should you doj To maintain
the activities and studies of your Na-
tional Officers and Chief Measuer,
and to enable you. Edito. to continue
to see that you receive The Baspipe
regularly next year, hak€ due5 Ihe
tir.i o!d.t of b$ines sl you snnual
meeting, with your Fleet Sec.etary
making rehittsce to our National
Secretary TEasu.er, Honey Abrah-
son, 1303 Ridgewood Ddve, Highland
Park, Ilinois 60035.

Acrive M.bb€ts $6.00
Umtrached MeDb€B 6.00
Als*iare Menleis 4.00
Co-o'neE olher

than the Senior
Co-Owne. 4.00

Late alu6 penaltt
after Iebruary 15 .50

Non-fleet mehbels should send their
dues in direct to Honey Abramson.

In this issue, the Editor specificaUy
dirccts your attention to our Chief
Mesuer's column entitled - Cun.
ninEhae HolB. pertaining to the pro-
posed amendment of Fleet 101, along
wiih the supptementa.y thoughts .e-
lated to the pupose and utitization of
this hechdical sail adjustment fea-
tu.e, as supplied by varios sailmak-
eN. As furthe. background, you can
rcfer to the arlicle by Marlin Ab.am-
son (924) iDcluded in the lasi issue of
Th6 argpipe.

As Ted Himswo h states, all of this
matedal will be reviewed at the next
GoverDing Board me€ting at St. pet
erblng, in rebruary.

It is now apFopriate for others in
the class lo expound thei. views on
the subject of CunninEhan Holes and
the goposed amebdment, wheihe. Ior
o. against, so that aU sides can enjoy
full erposw of their opinions io both
the Goveming Board and io the en-
tire class, though publication in the
next issue of Tb. Baglipe, If you have
something to say on this subject, how

By Ted Himsvodh (2121)

Ptoposd Amendmerr
Fleet 101, St. Louis. Missou , has

proposed the following amendment to
our sail plan specilications:

Cuminshah holer which de
Erotlrels ot d:rgs used to conlrol
ihaft, b6 Frhirred in the main-
sail Not mote rhd tuo such tit-
rings shaU b€ alloeed aril Ihey
shaU be laated eithin 6" ol the

The procedue for action on this
amendment is specified in tbe Consti-
tution, and consists of a vote by fleets
at th€ annual heeting, or at a special
meeting, if cal1ed by the coverbing
Board, o., if caUed, by a demand i!
wljting of 25Vo of ihe fleets. A two-
thi.ds majority is rcquired for passage
of the amendment.

The next meeting of the coveming
Boud will be during the Mid,Igint€r
championship in St. Petersbug, Flor-
ida, in February, 1968. At this hee!
ing the Goveming Board will con-
sider the advisability of holding a spe-
cial meeting, but in ihe opinion of the
Xxecutive Cohmittee theE appears to
be Factically no justification for a
special meeiins - after all, ihis
amendment was just defeated by the
class a few months ago. In all p.ob,
ability, therclore, the action on the
new amendm€nt will take place at the
neat ann'ral meetirg in August, 1968.

This amendment is essentiauy the
submitted to the fleets

tor consideration at the last annual
meetiie in August, 1967, at Mentor.
At that meeting, the similar amend-
ment was defeated. The basis of Fleet
101's reproposiDg this amendment is
that tlrcy believe thai the Awust 1967
action failed because there was in-
sufficient information about Cunning-
hom holes among Thistle sailo$. rleet
101, therefore, has made quite a com-
p.ehensive suvey of sailmake.s lor
more data on the ue of Cunningham
holes and has submitted this data to
Bagpipe so that it may be passed on
to all Thistlels.

One of the best writ€ups on this
subject is coniained in a letter by Mar-
lin Ab.amson (924) and this a icle
was included in the September,Ocio-
ber, 1967 issue of Bas"ipe. The bal-
ance of the coments frcm sailmake$
ag.ee with this dticle in principle.

The essence of the question before
the class blought up bv Fleei lol's
proposed amendment is this:

ShaU we permit anotler way ol ad-
justing draft in the hainsail whiie
sailing, thus inqesing the wind-speed
range of usefulness of a given sail?
At the present tihe, abalt changes
may be accomplished by:

(l) zipperc
(2) Mast Bend
(3) Outhaul Adjustment
(4) Halyad Adjustment

(Cantt"red o" Pace 4)

CUNNINGHAM HOLES

t

No doubt hany Thistlers werc an-
ticipating the analysis of the rcsults
of the 196? Nationals questionnaire in
this issue. Essentially, this had been
a part of the o ginal plan but, believe
me, distributing the forms is acadehic;
coliectinE them is anotlrcr sto.y. How-

beginning to see day-
lightt th.ee hole and we will be home
- f.ee. This comparative statistical
story vill have a place in the Janu,
ary-February issue.

7-/G//rtuat l^t/f/otY

"Cunytnaplr Rne
Ho;i€c'_-,__-r,

,..-. "^..^" r" U" ",."u Z-

Con he .l.oted ro uidede.k ion,
Mor or b6m <l.oi.
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CUNNf NGHAM HOLES (Cafti"tetl)

The curDilshan hole aild6 another
ir€xpen5ive fid quile sihple way Io
chanse mailsail illafr.

The advantages of adjustability in
the mainsail are obvious. How much
betier it is to be able to have one
mainsail which can be adjusted to
handle wide range oI wind conditions
lhan to have two mainsails.

The disadvantage of allowing Cun'
ningham holes is that our sailmakeE
will begin to cut mainsails in a new
way to take advantage of the fact ihat
ihey can add more sail area to the
main knowing that this added aEa
can be "Cunnirghammed" out when
desircd. There is a natua] fea. that
this new meihod of cutting mainsails
will obsolete hund.eds of existibg
mainsails. ln the cohments of the sail-
makers, this amendment would not
obsolete a bunch of sails- Sails woutd
be made with lons luffs, bui they
could be made ihat way now.

Pelsonally, I {avor tlis amendment
since I feel it will inexpensively give
us adjustment, wili tend to rcduce the
ihportance oI zippe$, and wilt aciual-
Iy be tlE salvation of some of ou old
sails that are too baggy. I've sailed
with Cunningham holes ir hy main
(white it vas lesar oI coune) and they
are an inexpensive joy.

noi be a consideration. we do not
want to go to foot or luff zippers in
the Thisde class, if at all possible, and
the use of ibe CuDningham hole would
hake for a more versatile sail wiihout
these zippe$. I don't feel ihat the al-
Iowance of a Cunningham hole is go-
ing io suddenry obsol€te any exisiing
sails and probably a Creat majodty oi
lhe top racing skippe$ puchase a
new suit of sails every year anyhow.

Operation of the Cunningham .ing
adjustnent is very simple to set up
and peform and certainly much easler
than luJf tension adjNiment which is
now accomptished thrcugh halyad
winch adjustmeni. It would also be
my recommendaiion that only one
Cunningham hole be aUowed approx-
imately 6" above the tack and a max-
imum of 1" io the center back from
the bolt rcpe. Two additional rings
located on the diagonal from the tack
and another on the foot onty add a
loi more gadgeis and are reauy not
necessary with a proper adjustable
outhaul, and I doubt very much if we
would make a sail with mor€ than one
Cunninshem ring even if it ve.e per-
hiited unless they should prove ex-
cepiionally fast on ou. testing - we
would take a oack at it in this regard.

2. Put r€strictioDs on where the
Cunningham hole can be locar
ed, such as six inches above the
tack. This would lihit over-

Again, I am entirely in favo. ot the
Cunningham hole for Thistles. In-
stallation costs are small compared to
the advantages of easier sail adjus!
hent and handling.

Eiluot's Norer The foUowins com-
ments conehing the ptinciple6 of
CuniDsbsn holes lepleeenl lhose ol
an iltelnationallt-known sail bfr

With rcgad to a cohmeni on the
Cumingham holes, it has been our
polict to try to no! intefere with any
class decisions in rcgad to sails and
I would assume that you wilt probab-
ly keep these comments of an anony-
mous naiure shen publishing them.

The.e arc two advantages to having
a Cumingham hole, one, it provides
{or quick and easy adjustment of luff
tension without Eising and lowering
ihe boom, or in ihe case oI a Thistie
without changing the halyad tension,
and two, in lighter airs ii does provide
a little moE sait area as lhe Iuff is cut
fut] lensth and the sail is full size on
ihe boat without much luff tension.
The only disadvantage is thai because
of lowerins ihe mid-gi h point on the
luff ii does Educe t}le mid-girth di-
mension of the sail somewhat. How-
ever, the Thistle main atready has all
the leech rcach it can stand and a
little less in ftactions o{ an inch vould

4

Edirot's Nor6: The thoughts exFle*€il
by Dave caroU, bolow, &Ptesent
thGe of Schock Sails in Newpo

I am in favor of the use of the
Cunningham holes in Thistle mainsj
pa icularly, since there is no adjust
able down hauling arrangement in the
Thisue Class.

I{owever, some limitations would
have to be imposed since saitmake6
could make the sails oversize on the
luff measuement which is now being
.egulated by spar lengtlt ud goose-

Conceivably a sail could be ten
inches over on the hoist measurcmeDt
and still set p.operly by the use of a
Cunningham hole. This would noi be
advantageous to the Thistle Class as
the newly purchas€d sails would be
bigger than ibe older sails, thus cauy
ing hard teelincs among membe$
with older and smaller tuains. Several
ways io resolve this matter wourd be:

1� Have a measurement on the sail
luff. Thh I don't rccomftend
since it would be diJficult to

EdUot's Note: G€orEe F. Thon8s, Sail-
Daker ot Clsv6land. Ohio contributeg
futlhe! Io the CunninEham hole cx.

Thank you for your letter concem-
ing Cunninsham holes in Thistle Class

The purpose of ihe Cuningham
hole is to ircrease the tension on the
material atong ihe luff or foot of the
hainsail, wherever the Cunningham
hole is placed. I personally feel that
it can be effectively used along the
luff of the sail. But, I p.efer an ad-
justable outhaul for tensioning the
foot of the sail. The Thistle Class does
not have a sliding gooseneck, and, all
tension changing of ihe Iuff must be
done with the main halyad. This is
often difficult on a windwad IeC as
your main halyard is fighting the
hain sbeet. In this situation, a Cun-
ningham hole could be used eff€ctive-
ly on a Thistle as it would allow you
to change the tension on the luff with-
out ever touching you maitr halyard.
It would lequiE a little additional
hardware and a control tine to ope.ate.
I have heard of one possibility in the
Thistle. That is, of using the rou€r
rcef winch mounted in the thwart sea!
to do this adjustment. This is one
possibility and I'm sDe therc are
many othe$. The Cunningham hole
could be put into an existing sail and
be used effectively. If we were mak-
ing a new sail that was to have a Cun-
ningham hole in it, we would make
the sail lorger on ihe luff. That is, we
would make the sail longer tlan the
available luff space or about the way
the sail vould be set fo. down wind
sailing. Then for up wind sailing
when increas€d luff tension is necee
sary, the Cunningham hole could be
used to achieve thai tension.

I would say to summarize hy
thoughts that I feel the Cunningham
hole along the lufl of the Thistle main
would be good and could be used to
advantage. Otherwise. I do not feel b



cUNNf NGHAM HOraS I Co,tin,ed )

that it would be worthwhile along the
foot of the sail or in any other spoi
in the sail. This is hy opinion and,
other sailmakers may have other
thoughis on it that have noi qossed
my mird yet. If I may be of any
fu her help to you on this subject
please feel free lo contact me,

I will be looking fo.ward to reading
the articles in Bagpipe with aU of the
va.ious opinions brcught into one col

inexpedenced sailor to comprchend

Most mains presently in use can be
equipped to advantage wiih "Cun-

ningham Holes"; hosever, io iake full
advantage of such a syslem a main
with a slishtty loDge. luff aDd pos-
sibly a slightly longer foot should be
lEed. Does this ihply the need for a
n€w main if the Thistle Class adopts
"Cunnibsham Holes"? Noi necessar-
ily. If the Thistle Class auows "Cun-

njngham Holes" without any restric-
tion on luff or foot dimensions, then
we will enter a sait building contest
to see how much extm cloth we can
set intci a main- On the other hand,
it js very difficrit to .estrjct luff and
foot dimensions in view of the differ-
€nt boli rcpe teasions which could be
used to circumvent such a ruling. In
my opinion, the solution to the pmb-
lem would be to restrict "Cunnins,

hah Holes" to within aboui a fou
inch .adius of the present tack g!om,
mei- Such a nling would etiminate
any sail building contest and would
allow us to use "Cminghah Holeg'
for the purpose they are intend€d;
namely, to obtaiD beiter sail control
with the use of only one hain. "Cun-

ninghah Holes" are also less expen-
sive than zippers and would tend to
eliminate ihe pmblem of breaking
main halyads when attempiing to
puU the headboad of a Thistre nain
through the hajn halyard sheave iD
order to obtain proper luff tension.

we have included luff and foot
"ouche holes" as standard €quipment
fo. many of our mainsails, since they
auow continuous and quick adjust-
ment of luJf and fooi tensions while
Gcing. These are "worked" holes
placed about 6 to 10" up the luff and
about 4 to 5" aft of the luff on the
foot. The sail is usually cut off in a
shaight line f.om the bottom of the
luff hole to the front edge of ihe foot
hole, Dd th6 one should not attempt
to place the. tack pin though either
the luff or foot ouche hole.

By Foper placement of the ouchre
hole leads in the cockpit, the skipper

make these adjusiments
vithout raising or lowerins the boom
on the mast and the boom vang does
not have to be disengaged or loosened.
This can be a real safety featue on a
reach or nn in extuemely heavy air,
especially when approaching the lee-
ward malk where the neli teg is a
beai. The crew and skipper can re-
mai! hiked out longer and keep the
boat level and moving right up to lhe

In order to hook up the ouchre hole
leads, dacron line is lead f.om the tack
pin - one ihrough the luff hole alrd
the othe. through the foot ouchre hole,
back over the tack pin and down into
a block near the alt of the mast, and
finaly back to suitable jam cleats in
the cockpii where they arc easily

The luff of the sail is cut longer so
that ii sets to maximuh hoist lenglh
in light ai., thus prcducing a larger
sail. In heavier afs, the Cunningham
or "ouchre" hole is pulled down tow-
ard the cooseneck so that the luff is
tightened to the desircd lension and
then released for $eater area down-

On new sails we instau the Cun-
ninsham holes ftee of charge. How-
ever, io install them in an existing sail
there is a minifruh charge plus posi-

We certairly appreciate the oppor-
tunity to express ou views and if we
can be of any other assistance please
don't hesitaie to let us know.

Editor's Nore: Tbisder Ed FracLgr
(1109), a silE*e! on hi! o*n lisht,
expou(b hi5 vieB and rhoughls on

The question of whetber to auow
"Cunninghah Eoles, is acrually sec,
ondary to the question of whether to
atlow va able tack mains. Since ihe
Thistle Clas prese.tly approves vari
able tack maiG iD the form of foot
and luff zipp€rs which iniersect at
some point othe. ihan the tack, I see
no serious objelion 10 alowing ,,Cun,

"Cunninsham Holeg' can act as a
substitute for presently used zippe.
systems as weu e an adjustable soose
neck fitti.g. LuJf a.d foot tebsion as
well as sail shape for various legs of
the course dd s'eather conditions can
be changed with "Cunninsham Holes."
Accoidingly, a Thistle main p.operly
equipped with Clnningham HoleJ,
can, like a zippe. main, b€ considered
as aD "all weathe." hain thus elih-
inati.g the ne€d fo. an extensive ald
expensive sail irventory for various
wind and sea @nditions.

The ris required to adjust "Cun-

ningham Holes" is iar less trouble-
sohe as cobpar€d lo a zipper system,
Sucb a !jg, cohsisting of a wirc or
rope in addition to some mechanical
advantage, is sually houtrted ned
the base of the masl and out of the
way. Calanities associated with zip-
per systebs such as tambed zippers,
fouled life jackets, zipper st ngs
caught in hain sheet bl@ks. hooked
ears, etc. are eriminated when "Cun-

njnghah Holes" de used instead of
zippeN. "Cunningham Holes" are, in
my opinioq also easier fo. the new or

E.Uo.'s Not€: Various nechsni..r
plincipl$ &sociated eith the "Hor€"

de telated by WaUy RosB ol Hard
SaiIs.

We can ude$tsnd the ineeased in-
terest in the use of "Cunningham

Holes" in Thisue mainsails and a.e
pleased to subhii our views.

The t.end is definilely toward much
greater use of the Cunningham Reef
Hole in mainsails of aU sizes. They
were widely used in aU the Americ$
12 Mete$ during t}te Ame.ica Cup
trials indicating that a much greaier
force has been applied to ihese holes
than ever before. Added luff tension
holds the draft torward in heavy air
ard the relaxation of luff tension lets
the dralt go back to the middle iD
light air.

SEND BAGPIPE COPY TO.

Art Menke, Bagpip€ Editor
126 Dolphin Drive

Spaftanburg, South Cdotina 29302
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