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Annual dues should be Fnt to eithe!
tbe local fleer secreBry or to the f,ational

Acdve Menber 56.00
U.attachedMembers 6-0A
A$ociate Medbes 4.00
Su{aioins Membes 4.00
Co'o*oer other rhan rhe

senio! Co'owner 4.00

(old menbeA o.ly) ,50

ztP coDts:
U. S. Poitll SeFice 'iU r€qune Zip

Codes after Jao. t. De e@in thn is in-
cluded for eacb Thisde! vheq sending in
Ilet Repoiis and payins a.nual TCA
du$.

DIAD1INES FOR NEXT TT?'O ISSUIS

Ja. . -  Feb. ,  1967:  Janury  10
Mar.h- Aplil, 1967: March 6

This is the time of the year for aU
Fleets to formulate their plans for
next season so why not stad wiih a
Mid-Winter meeting ght now. At
such a meeting the essence of the
Annuat Fleei Report can be con-
structed, along with updaiine the
Fleet Roster and collection of TCA
dues. Boih ihe report and dues
shoutd be in the Nationar Secretary's
hands by January 30, with the dues
being rate after Februaiy 15th. In
preparation of ihe Fleet Roster be
ce ain thai all Zip Codes are in'
cluded as they wiU be .equired by
the Postal Seryice effective January
I on ihid class hail, and this is the
route that the Bagpipe travels.

Although your Nationat Thistle As-
sociation and its publication, The
Baepjpe, are non-profit operations ii
does take good ol' had cash io con-
duct its multitude of operations and
communicaiions. Wiih ihis source ol
income the Ctass can provide a pub-
lication that reporis Executive and
Officiar Measurement tulings, all ol
which go far to continujnc and ad-
vancing the stature of the Thistte in
the eyes of the sailing public. Ob-
viously, there has been no deiedom-
tion ln the going value of re-sate
Thistles; just continue to check the
classifieds in Bagpipe and see for

Furihe., The Bagpipe that you wilt
receive six times a year not only rc-
ports on all the big Regattas bui in-
ciudes as hany of ihe smaUer Thistle
saiting events that the Ediior can pos
sibly squeeze beiween the covers. The
Class Measu.ers Rutinss a.e covered
in the greatest of detail so ihat aU
Thisders will be completely up-to-
date on any new or altered specifi
caiion to hu11, spars or sail plan. Fea-
lure articles cove.ing such areas as
taciics, equipment, sailing techniques,
etc., are rcported by the top Thistle$
in the class so that alr can benefit
from such presentations.

Then there is the Sanclioned Re-
gaita, such as your local Distdct Elih-
inations. Any entering skippe. must
have active status, that is, TCA DUES
PAID.

So, ai your Fleet Mid-Winter meef
irg, make Dues a fi$t orde. of busi-
ness, making rehiiiance io our Na-
tional Secretary Treasure., Honey
Abrahson. Please be sure to noie
her new addrcssr Mrs. Marlin Abram-
son, 1303 Ridgewood Dlive, Highland
Pa.k, III. 60035.

Active Members $6.00
UDattached Members 6.00
AssociateMembers. .  4 .00
Co-owne. other than the

senior Co-owne. 4-00
Late dues penalty after

lebruary 15 .. .50
Non-fleei member should send aheir

dues in dircci to Honey Abramson.

Needless to say, we were delighted
to come up wiih ihe cove! shot on
the Sepi.-Oct. ediiion of our new 1966
National Champion, Walt Stubner
(1124) and his crew Debbie Westin
and Peter Hilgendof, clipping alons
unde. a strong pulline spinnaker.
Our ahaieur photographer is Paul
Kamen, a 15 year-old honor student
at Cold Spring Harbor HiCh School,
L. L, who aspires to be a Maine
AJchiteci, sails an Aquacat and Com-
mander in the summer and frosfbiies
in Huntingion Harbor in the sinter.
This shot, which was one of many
taken by Paul, aciually was develop-
ed and printed by Kathie Irancis
(95?) as a joini veniure. Kathie crews
with he. Dad in active competition
in Huntinsion Fleet 35, majored in
Comhercial Art at Endicoti Collese
and c!.rently is punuing a ca.eer in
ihis field in the washingion, D. C.
area. 

'We 
further understand that

Kathie wiu be available for Thistle
crewing in the D. C. sailing environs
next summer . . . any takers?

This issue of Bagpipe has been pri
harily devoied to the publication of
the last of the summer Regattas aDd
the assorted array ol Falt Inviiation-
als, to get ihem before the interested
readers before ihey become history-
along wiih the results of Tom wil-
son's (1815) 1966 Nationals Sudey
that leviews all bbniestanis at Say-
vitle on such items as boat construc-
tion (wood or gtass), wood or alum-
inum mast, type boad, fixed or ad
justable foresiay tead, outhaul and
traveler and weight comparisons, both
boat and crew It is the intention
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of the Editor, for the next sevenl
issues, to devoie as much space as
can be fiUed vith hate al retating
io sails, their make'up and cut, set
and adjustment and asso.ted coft-
ments on any differences between

The conteni of this mate at crYs_
tallizes the avid interest that Frank
Mclane has in Thisiles and in his
fellow Thistleis. Such enihusiasm has
shown its rewuding €ffects in the
current rapid growth of the I'lorida
Disirict- We certainly apprcciate that
all Districi Secreta es have similar
degrees of interesi but for them io
get the fu11 benefit of Frank s aP_
proach to injecting new vitality,
through the mediuh of his News-
leiier, we are requesting that he lor_
ward each DS acmss the countrY a
copy of the next I']o.ida blurb.

Ior the interest of new Thistlers,
and perhaps some old, Joe Lassiter
(2113), who sails out of Upper Chesa-
peake Bay Fleet No. 28 at Middle
River, Chesapeake Bay, has submitted
the following shot that depicts his
solution to a 4-way adjusiable jib
sheet lead. The support is a tbee

layer lamination of mahogany on
vhich is mounted Holt Allen track at
35clfooii the block is atso HA at
$1.40 ordered direct from London.
The hack siides were custom milted
lrom solid stock; the cteat is Seaboard
at $6.25.

(Ca,ti,ren a, b4e 10)

MEASURER'S MEMO
by T6d Hi sworlh (212r)

This being hy filst attehpt at
writing this column, I feel thai I
should briefly review the state of the
job of Chief Measurer Dd look care-
{ully at where we are today. Unlike
Chief Measuen in the pasi, I have
inherited a weu-organized job Dave
Minton in his six years in office
accomplished a Creat deal in solidity_
ing the speciJicatrons and rulings so
that almost everybody knows where
the class siands today.

Our new specs iook a lot of wo.k
to get to ihe point where they could
be pubtished, and with this pubtica-
tion in the '66 Yearbook, the whoie
question of "what Is A Thistle?" has
been firE*y established.

This is going to make my job easier
ihan any of ihe previous sit measur-
en, since most oI the chonicauy re-
curent questions are now answercd

I wourd like to rcview brieflY wha!
this job is - and is not. The Measur-
er, in addition to being custodian of
the class plans and specitications. is
p ma ly an inteereter. Ii is his
job to inie4ret the rules, regulations,
and specs wherc questions alis€ that
are not specifica]ly covered.

The Measurer is not a policeman,
and the police function is one that
I plan to avoid like a Lake E.ie line
squall. The ctass has always policed
itself, and this is the way it should
opeEte. A[ ahisllers should be ir-
terested in the other skippeE boats
-and ihey ce ainly seem to be -
and if they see a non-Iegal concept
in use, they should - and do - pIo-
test. One of ou! greatest st engths
in the Thistle class is that we all

(Co"i"'ed. ot ?ase 7)

We just could not resist quoting
ftom a letter received from Ralph
D Lahp (1181), a new Thistler as
of September who wiu sail as ihe
fi.si Thistle at the Columbia Sail
ing Club on the waters of Lake Mur-
ray, S. C-: "It look a lot of ponderine
on my pa.t to decide to get a boai
in a new class here but frankly, after
trying it out, I am like a little kid. I
vouldn't trade "Dreme Bote" for any
boat at the club. With three teen
agers in hy family we should have
a banl The kids thought the boat
was great just as soon as they saw
itl" We e*iend ou welcome to Ralph,
a pioneer in a new area and if he viu
contact lhe Editor. a mere 100 miles
to the West. anangements can be
made to get "Dreme Boat" officially

As a past District Sedetary (LIS
District) your Edito. had made
vadous contributions to Thistlers in
the District throush the hedium of
a Newsletter but the matedal that is
included in the I'lodda Disirici News
letter is unquestionably the best that
has ever c.ossed this desk. The Edi'
tor of tbat haterial is Frank Mcl€ne,
Florida DS abd backbone of Tampa
Fleet 88. The October issue cove$
a Dultitude of articles and hatenal.

t. Details on "Must-attend Regattas
of State wide interest.

2. A hadsell story thoroughly cov-
ering Registration and Dues rc-
quircments of the TCA.

3. Profites on new Thistlers in the
District.

4. Summdy of recent District Re-

5. Notice of the Semi-Annual Dis-

6. Tips on how to seu your old This-

SECRETARY MOVES
Honey Abramson, National secre-

tary-Tleasuer, does it again. The
Abramsons have moved ftom one
Chicago suburb to another. Her nev

Mrs. Marlin AbramsoD
1303 Ridgewood Ddve
I{ighland Park, I11. 60035

NEUT ADDAESS FOR
ASSOCIATION MAIL

Effective immediately, the official
address of t]te Thistle Class Associa-

TIIISTLE CI,ASS ASSOCIATION
1303 Ridgewood Drive
Highland Park, Ill. 60035
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rcsults of Notionols Qu$tionnoile

..BOAT LOOKING" AT I965 NATIONALS

Since {lbersrass boards aE a new
development this Year, there js no
comparable daia frcm ihe 1965 Na-
iionals. In any case, there appea.s
to be no correlation betweetr type of
board and final standings. OI course,
almost au of the wooden boards have
been ca.ef,rlly worked over and
shaped, and maly are glas$covered

4. Does your lore slal leail to a
standard toggle o! is ii fixeit?

br Tom wilson (tgls)

In 1965, The BagPiPe instituted a
new wrinkle at the National Cham-
pionship by asking alt of the com'
peiito.s to fiU out a questionnaire
cove ng major points about tleir
boats' ries, sails, weight, etc. The
purpose oI this was twofold: first, to
prcvide reade$ wiih informaiion
about these top boats so thai theY
might be abre to make better de-
cisions on changes or improvements
to iheir own boaisi and, second, to
pmvide the Edito! with some had
tacts to use in helping Class members
evatuate proposed changes to the
Plans ard Specilications.

In ou view, ihe questionnaire and
rcsulting data successfully fulfilled
both aihs and, consequently, we re-
peaied ii du ng the 1966 Naiionals
at Sayviue. The resutis arc presented
in this ariicte and we hope ihat !ead-
ers wiu gain ftom those results some
insiehts into what ii is that dis-
tineuishes the top boais in the Class

It is important to keep one majo!
point in mind when reviewing ihis
data. The fact that a certain charac-
teristic appears io correlate with per
fonance - that blue hulls appear
more often in ihe top hau of the
fleei and red h1dls in the boitom,
for exahple - does not necessadly
mean that a cause-and-effect relation
ship is preseni. It may be ihat the
top grcup in the Class, who are .ea$
onably consistent ftom year to yea.,
thilL that blue huus are faster and if
the Stubners, Walshes, etc. sa 

 

brue
hulls, you can rest assured that btue
huus are going to look good in the

As q'e did lasi year, we have re_
figured the standings io exclude
dsq's and dnf's although boats were
not moved between the two halves

1. Is your hull ot woocl oi fibe!-
glass consincliotr?

Total BY SIsnilirgs
Fleel 1"35 35.69

Total Fl€ets
1965 1966
66% 64%
34 36F. Glass

Totar
1966 Fleet

l0o% fioEo

while it appears ihat wooden boats
go Iaster than fiberglass boats from
these rcsults, keep in mind the fact
that mosi of ihe glass boats were
sailed by the relatively less expe-
rienced skippe$. The older {ooden
boats are stiU going strcng and the
top skippen who own ihem have had
no reason to turn them in for new
ones. We can state froh our own
experience ihat fiberglass boais are
every bit as tast as vooden ones and
the reason that a glass boat didn't
{in ihe Nationals this Year was
simpty because walt stubner sailed
his wooden huU slightty better than
we sailed our slass one.

Note thai there was almost no
change in the hake-up of ihe 1965
and 1966 Nationals fleets in rcspect

2. Is you! nast of *ooden o!
aluninun consiiuction?

r-3s 36.69

11% 53q.
23 47

1966
Toggle

1966

No.

Total By StandinEs
Fleei 1.35 36-59

34Eo ZS7. 367a
66 71 64

10070 LAIV1 r007a

Nearly twolhirds of the boats have
replaced the standard bow toggle
with a fixed lorestay armngemeni-
This is about the same proportion as
had this rig in 1965. The top hatf of
the fleer was slishtly more inclined
to fixed forestays than was ihe bof
tom hau. A noiable exception was
the {inning boat which used a toggle.

5. Do you have an outbaul arcl
traeelet which can b€ adjusled
ehile undereat?

Toial By SlanalinEs
Fleet l-35 36-69

loo% l0o% \ooE
While there was little difference

between the overau 1965 and 1966
fleets on mast type, both breakins
down about two-thirds {ood and one-
third aluminum, there is an interest_
ing dlfference beiween the iop and
bottom harves of this year\ fleet The
top boats were more likety to have
wooden masis than the bottom boats
There is a general Ieeling that wooden
masis do better in heavv air because
of their relatively greater bend and
the results froh windy Sayville ap-
parently bore this out.

3, Is you! cenretboslil one of ihe
nev libetslass boalds o! ihe ord
wooden type?

94%
6

94% 94%
6 6

7007. IOOV1 r00%

Yes 9970 91% 7oo%
N o - 1 3

t00% 100% lo1Eo

There\ tittle question on these
poiDts, with adjustable outhauls and
travele$ almosi univenal. The same

6, What is yout hull weight, and
ihe weiEhl of youtself and crew?

1966

I'. Glass

r966
Total By Srandinss
Fle€t 1.35 36-59

1966 Weighl
HUU

Total

Total By Standinss
Fleer r-35 35.69

520 51? 524
473 488 457

64%
36

a3%
t7

447d
56

26%
74

2lEa
79

Glass Boa.d 23%

993 1005

LA\% l00Eo 7008a

The BagPiPe

to\% r00% 10070 (Ca"tb'red o" Pqe 11)
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5t. Petersburg, Flo. - Februory 20-23,1966'

ST. PETERSBURG MIDIIIINTERS PROGRAM
Sunday, Febirary 19:

Inforhat Racing
5:00 P.M.
1:00 to 5:00 P.M.:
6:00 to 8:30 P-M.:

6:00 to 9:00 P.M-:
6:00 to ?

THISTLE MID-WINTER CHAMPIONSHIPS It's almost Ulat time again; Ed
Walsb is looking for the Peryetual
Trophy, Siubner has Sandy warming
tp t}],e zig-zag machine, Ted Hims
wo{h has bor.owed Dave's tape mea-
sue and Ray Mcleod is adding foan
rubber to the rails! Thisilers acrcss
the country are haking theb leserva-
tions and checking aU gea. in prepa-
ration fo. the haut to St. Pete for a
week in the sun and some of the
toughest sailins competition since the
Nationab at Sayvilte.

Once agai., the St. Petersburg
Yacht Club, and its mehbership, is
extending its outstanding warm hos
piiality to all visiting Thisflers and
oews. Bagpipe has just received the
complete schedute of events ftom
xarl and Reba Fox, with action siart-
ing on Sunday, February 19 and
teninating at ihe Presentation Din-
ner Thuftday, February 23. Be sure
to make your room reservaiions early
as we have been infomed that St.
Peie wi11 be quiie oovded lhis year.
I'o. those Thisilen vho have never
made this joulney it is an absolute
mustl The sailiDg is sihply fantasiic,
ihe facilities superb, ihe compeiiiion
impossible and the fun never ceasesl
Read all about it then inform the boss
or your new vacaron prans.

-E!i"t".tio" 
i"d-rl"i "nt '"itt

start on Sunday, Iebruary 19 to take
care of the ea.ly ativals who ite
anxious to gei in the Bay. The Hov
pitality committee is currenily work-
ing to obtain Educed raies for This!
lers to the Aquatarium, Bouniy, Wax
Museum, Tiki Gadens, eic. but can't
make any piomises at the mohent.

A review of the Chambe! of Com-
merce calendar lists the Iollowing
schedule of events tor this portion oi

Ieb. ?-18: Florida State Fair -
Tahpa I A.M. to 10 P.M.

Feb- 1?-19: Orchid Show - Tampa

Feb. 23r Hockey Gahe - Bay-
front Jacksonville vs. Nashviue.

Beine a week-day Regatia we un-
de.siand ihat oews will be dilficuii
to lecruit so aU pafticipants are urged
to take this inio coDsideraiion. In
fact, vhy not bring along an extra
crew for the next boat. I'or advarce
publicity puryoses the Registration
Committee woutd like to obtain as
many Advance .esistrations as pos-
sible. For all this aciivity, and sun-
shine too, ihe Reeistration Fee fe'
hains at $10.00 per boat.

and Measu.ement until

Resishation, Quarterdeck Room
Champagne Buffei, Main Dining Room,
$3.75 per person (Dress)
Regutar dinners, Grille Room, infomal
: "Xarty Bird Open House" party, informal
(directions upon atival in S. "ete.)

Monday, Feb.uary 20:
MeasueheDt urtil 5:00 P. M.

10:00 A.M. to 5100 P.M.: Resisi.ation, Quartedeck Room
11100 A.M.: T.C.A. Board of Directo$ Meeting ard

Lunch - Cohhodorc's Room
12:00 NooD: Lunch, Patio
2:00 P.M.: TuDe-Up Race
5:00 P.M.: Skippe.'s Meeiing, Commodore's Room
6:00 to 8:00 P.M.: "50. Cocktail Pariy wjih Band"

Tuesday, I'ebNary 21:
8:00 A.M.: Coffee and Donuis, Sailing Cenier
9:30 A.M.: FiEt Race

12:00 Noon: l-unch, Patio
2:00 P.M.: Second Race
6:00 to 8:00 P.M.: "50{ Cockta 

 

Party with Band"
Wednesday, February 22:

8:00 A.M.: Coffee and Donuts, Sailing Certer
9:30 A.M.: Thid Race

12:00 Noon: Luch, Patio
2:00 P.M.r Foufth Race
6:00 P.M.: Sh.imp Peel under the Stars, plus "BEss Band in the TijuDna

Tmdition". Ail the shlimp and beer you can consume,
Tenace Room, approx. $3.00

Thursday, February 23:
8:00 A.M.: Colfee and Donutq Sailinc Center
9:30 A-M.: l'ifth Race

12:00 Noon: Lunch, Palio
2:00 P.M.: Make-Up-Race, if necessary
6:00 P.M.: Cocktail Pariy, SPYC Ball Room
?:00 P.M.r Presentation Dinner, Ba[ Room. No charge for skipper and

crew, oiher adults, $5.00, childrer $3.00

Tbe BagPiPe


