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This Month's Cover
There's absolutely nothing thal matches the almost airborne sensation ol

riding a Thistle oD a nat out spinnaker planel Tom Wiuiams (1499) shows holv
its done in this great shot takeD by Booz Photos at the Red Grart Regatta this
summer ofi Perih Amboy, New Jersey.

from the opposite sidc. As you can
see it's "out and ait ' lvith you! weight
und€r these condiiions. The vang is
also helling out a lot here br holding
the boom down, so that the whole
hainsail is sorking in ibe same plane
to lrovide maximum drivc.

Secretary Moves
Our failhfll Secrelary-Treasurer,

Honey Abrrhson, has hoved from Ur-
ban., lU, to ihe suburbs ol Chicaso.
Her nev rddress is:

MF. Marlin Abrzmson
?35 Greenwood
Northbrook, Ill, 60062

Roundjng ihe weaiher nark 1?ih out
ol 20 slalters, Tom dgu.cd he'd nee.l
to gamble a 1iti1e on the nexi leg. No
one else had broken oui a spinnaker in
vjer ol ih€ 20-25 mph bleeze and lhe
closeness oi the reach, but Tom or
deled CATIIERINE'S chute set ,nd
away she wcntl It was a lvild Iide
and Tom's crew had to dunrp the chutc
in a couple of the harde! puffs, but
being able to stay on a plane, plus a
sligbi lift \rhich allo*ed her to lay
ihe next hark, hoved CATHERINE up
14 places, giving Toh 3rd place and
The Baspipe a 6ne cover photo.

Ior a view of hort il's done, take a
l@k at the accomlanyiDg photo shot
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d n f ' s . . .
' 'Thc Tnistle is the best all around

.acing .nd sailing boat of its size that
I \'. sailed so fa.." This is the reaction
oi nlite. Bob Smith, as expressed in
hi,. popula. A Boat is a Boai" feature
in tbe Aueust issue ol Ore Desisn
Ydclrlsnan. You can read quotes froh
Bob's article in ihe annual meeting
minules, but il by some chance rou
have not rerd it in full, be sure to do
so. We all know that tbe Thisile is
ihe e.eatest boat alourd, bui il's nice
to see our opiDions cohlifmed by some-
one outside tbe class \rho has had as
much exposure 1o other boats as has
Bob. We'd suegest ihat each Fleet
Captain and FLeet Secretary keep a
copy handy to use jn working with
prospective Thisue purchasels. You
couldn't ask for a better piece of pro-
motional material. Honey Abramson
has some reprints available if Jou

Speaking of One Desisn Ydc,rtsnldr,
we undeNtand that they've signed o.
a nelv monthly coluhnist nam€d Ted
Hihsworth. This st.uasling youne
author is, ol course, the skipper ol
Thistle ?58, immediate pasi president
oi the Thisile C1ass, and a writer of
much lalent (see past ariicles in Yocht-
ins ,  Thc  Bdgp ipe  and o ther  6be
boating publications for proof). Ted's
column starts in the December issue.

If on your next airline flight, th€
pitol announces ihat you've rounded
New York and are bearing off ior Bos-
ton, chances afe that Huntjngton Fleet
35 Champion Bob Cooper is at the
coDlrols. Coop sailed his pale blue
REAL GEORGE (462) consistently
$ell throughout ihe season to posi a
$anhing percentaEe of 8?.8, puttins bih
ahead of former chahps Bill Romano
(13?4) rvith 82.0 and Tom Buermann
(630) lrith ??.2, Fleet 35 is one of the
largest, tooj with 3? registered boats
and Prospects for more growtb ovef

Pau l  Car f ie l  (821) ,  who he lped h is
Dad rvjn 2nd place in the Nationals this
year, has come u! with a good sugges
tion for beiier face managemeni. He
would like io see a patrol boat,
equipped \riih two-way radio com,
munication rvith the Committee Boat
and a stroDg bull born, stationed abour
midway dos'n the startine line to rc-
lay the recaU hajls of premature sta.t-
ers. This boat .ould lay well to leeward
before the gun and then catch up s,ith
the fleet immediately after the slart.
Paul points out thar w h targer Reets

(contin@d, on pdge 5)

8ord6 aboul to ..t churs al N.tion.lr

The Answering Pennant
Tbis headins marks {haa s'e hoD€

siu b€ a usetul new feature for read-
ers of THE BAGPIPE. The Ans*erinA
Pennant sill b€ a col[hn d€voaeit pri-
ha.ily 1o helDins Thistlers solve then
.acina or sailins problems, by proviat-
ing ahem with answers to anJ questions
they misht have in these areas. IV€'ll
.€fer (he questiobs to someon€ in the
Crass who se believe will be able 10
sive an expert opinion on thai partic-
ul.r slbject, and theh print tbe ques-
lion and answer in this sDrce. So, ir
y@ have rhy questions that are both-
ering you, Dass ahem along.

New Address For
Association Mail

Dtre.tive imhediately, lhe ofE.ial
adalre* of ahe Thistle Class Associa-

THISTLE CLASS ASSOCIATION
?35 Greenwood
Norihbroot, lll. 60062

The slory of how Petc sailed himscli
into a position whefe thistle saiiors
care  what  he  sa ls  goes  l j ke  rh is .

"In our 6rst Thistle rear, 195?, rve
managed to have tbe distinclion oi iin-
ishing dead last in one race at tbe Na-
tionals jn Geneva. N. Y. SixlJ boats.
driven mad b) ihe light catspavs ol
Lake Seneca, *ere drilting, aimlesslt.
toward th€ dnish line on the last leg.
I was driiting, purposelully, in the op-
posiie dircction still going upwind o.
the next-tolasi leg. As we edge.l
through the fleet, they aU a'nused
themselves sjngirg the song, Here
comes Peter cottontail, drilting dosn
the bunny trail' re.ou.ts Pei.
Bordes. Thistle 603, the boat Doug
Westin (??7) talked Peie into buying
at the 195? New York Eoat Show, is
no longer a lau€hing matler to the
hany sa j lo rs  wbo ha le  been in  a  pos i -
tion to re.d trIAID OF PLICII on her
trahsom only if ibey have lelescopic

From summers spent at the ianilr_
seat ol wickford, R. L, where Grand-
lathe. \ras a captaib ol deep-sea fisbinE
boats and owner oI ihe Wickfofd OJs-
1er Companr. to the prcsent Bordes
addfess of Erooklyn Heights, ironl
qh ich  Petc ,  Lce ,  Pc ter ,  J r ,  and S l€ph-
an ic  Lee can v jcw the  superb  pano-
rama of Nc\v York Harbor, Pcle h.s
been nnnrersed in the sater. He s boen
cre \ r  o r  comlnandef  on  as  var ied .
Croup ol boals as thesc: cre* io. his
cous in  on  a  l0 - I t .  sk i f I  a t  age 7  and
la le r  on  a  S la . i  n i . s te r  o i  a  16- l t
knockabout  a t  l3 i  a  Capta in  . l  Coas l
Cu. .d  83  i t .  and  9s  11 .  pa l fo l  boars  in
and around N.w York Harbor during
the  Korean War i  sk ippcr  o i  Th is t le  603 i
Iami ly  p i lo t  o r  a  .ecent ly  pur .hased 25
I t .  Ber l ram tha t  lakes  the  Bord€s '  b .ck
anr t  io r lh  l roh  F i re  Is land and i r l .
exp lo ra l ions  o f  the  mrnr  ba lous  iD  th f

The oniJ dry spclls Pelc has srfle.cd
we.e  be fore  and a l te r  h is  h . .dsh ip
tour "  jn  the  CDas l  Guard .  He gradu-
aled lrom Yale Phi Beta Kappa, with I
ma jor  in  soc io logy ,  and d id  s radu. t .

We Present
1964 NATIONAL THISTLE CHAMPION.  PETER BORDES.  s  ho
stys, "lf I weie to r'.ite a how-to b@k on sailins, 90% of it would be devoted to
su.h problems as ho{ to Dredi.t wind shifts, how to Dredict $hal the other
botis will do. how to plan the boat layout for your cre$"s .rDrbili{ies, how to
understa.d your own abilities and libitsfions and handl€ ihem correctlr so as
to hake ihe hishest percentas€ of risht decisions durins the rt.e, ho! not to
s4uander at,entio! a.d cnersy ilurins r race. At le$t one sub-chaDter *ould be
on how ao ignore ihe jib leads, the cenierboard, and weisht durins the race be-
c.us€ arl of those things should have been studied ind solved b€rore the sun
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Minutes of Official Meetings, 1964
governing board discusses measurement proposals
The Gove.njne Board Meeting convened at the Clevetand Yacbting Club at

3 p,m. on Sun.. August, 16- 1964. Those pres€nt were Ted Himsworth, Presidenti
Ted Fontelieu, First Vice Pfesidentj Lauy Haupt, Second Vice Piesident; Dave
Minlon, Chief Measurer; Elher Ricbards, Past Presidenr. District Secretaries in-
cluded Joel Epslein. Cenlral Allantici Jack r&anenmacher, Lake Erie Easli ceorge
Hills, Lake Erie Westi Artbur Menke, Long lsland Soundi Ed Walsh, New Jersey:
Dean Parker, Niaeara Frontiel Art Were, South AtlaDric: Ir! Liggett. Southern
Calilornia and Robe Aiexander, Pacific Northwest. The President and other
Board hembefs held proxies from the following disiricts: Florida, Hawaii. Lake
Mich ieaD and Mich iana.

Minutes oI the last meeting, held on February 3, 1964, as publisbed in
Bd9pipe were approved.

Dean H. Parker presenied a recommendation that because ot extenuating
cifcumstances in boat delivery William R. OHam (1906) be leihitied to sail
in the Nationals allbough his measurement certificate was Dot completed until
late July due to delay in boat delivery. ceorge Hills moved, Arthur Menke
secobded, and it was unanjmously approved to permit O,Hara to sail in the

Measuremenl, deadline extension rrDroved
A petition to change the By-Laws, Article II-?, was submitted by Dean H,

''Articl. to renlain ds sraf?d, uit'h the lottabihg exceptions:
1. Person uho Dds dues paid abner oI d medsured, Tnllistle the pftceding

lteat ond is plrchasing d neb baat:
a) Mdlt receiDe efiensian to measltre neu boat proDiding pernissio, is

fequested 10 d,olJs beJore d.eadline and, measurement uill be campleted
b.tare District Chd,rpionships ol district of pelitioning ouner.

b) Pcrson neD to the cioss: Sdme ds oboDe, ex.ept dpplicdlion htst be
,rdde b! J!,e 1s1."

Part a) was passed. Part b) was not pass€d.
Ted Fontelieu, First Vice President, reporte.l that appropriate trophies had

been acqujred lor the Nationals and special arrangements lor Bob Smitb to
paiicipate in a Thistle Regatla had been made a.d canied out, This resulted in
an excellent article on the Tbislle ih ihe August issue of Ore-Desisn Yocttmon,

Larry Haupt, Second Vice Preside.t, reported that suggestions iloh members
on imploviDg Bospipe which had been made at the last annual meeting had been
adopted and asked for further suggestions.

Dave Minton, Chief Measurer, reported on his aclivities in keeping the
Thislle a truly one-design boat,

Jack Wanenmacher moved, Ed Walsh seconded, approvat oi ihe centerboad
measurements as proposed by the Chiel Measure. and published in the January-
February, 1964 Baspipe. Aftet considerabte discussio! it was a$eed that the
Cbief Measurer would look into the possibility of improved materials of construc-
tioD for centerboards and sohe tighteniDg of ihe measulements. TraDsoh trap
doors and dotation lo improve rccovery of wooden boats {ere discussed. Moved
oJ Ted Fonte l reu . ,e .onoed by  Georse  H i l l s  thar  rhe  Measurer 's  ru l |ng  prohrb i t -
ing transom irap doors be approved. Caried with oDe dissenting vote, Dave
Minton will write an article on improved recovery for luture publication jn

Review of spinnaker Dole fittins rulins
Dave MintoD rcpolted that he had received this petitiob:
"Fleet 21 feqtests that the Chief Measver rc-exdmine measurer's ruling 22
aLil rcsLbmit to the Baatd ol CaDetn rs at tle nert nteetins a rdins allop-
ins the use ol an dd.jxstabte spinnaker pole fltins on the mast.
In bieu of the other proposed rexisions bA Fleet 2I relating to the spinndker
halldrd dnd sheaue lacations, it is belieted, fhor t'his is a reDision that
uotld tpddte the spinnaker rigging on the Thistle uithout ptooiding an!
draslic chonoei.- 

Stncerely

Robett Eibe4 Secrelarg, Fleet 21"

Measurer's Memo
by David C. Mitrion, Jr.

philosophy behind rul ing
on sail innovations
The ruliDg in the September-Ociobe!
issue of ?he Baspipe has provoked
some thought and attebtioD to Thistle
sails aDd what might be developiDg,

(The ruling, as stated, was as fol-
lows, for your leference-Xd.: Ma-
terial Jor Sdils-Shdll be uoxen sail-
cloth dnd Jor a siaen sail shaU be al
the same nominal ueight throughout
ercept Jor coNentianal slrengthening
at head, ta.k, dnil cleb. The use af a
Iisht@eisht material fot a sheli laot
in a mdinsail is ptohibited,, Sunthetic
films dte hot pethitted, e&ept Jor uin-
alous oJ t.dsondble size. Lami.nated
hdterials dt. not pemitted.. Doublins
the nnmber of thi.ckn$ses ol maretiat
is not permitred ercept I
Dentiondl tdbling, and stengtheni,ng al
head, tack, and, cle@.)

My pbilosophy in making lhese t-
ings is to prevent ou! specificaiions
irom getting out of hand and obsolet-
ing a large Dumber of sails (or boais).
This hight be good business for the
sailmakers (or boat builders) but not
in the best interests of the class. A
supedor innovation might give a com-
petitive advantage to some, but every-
one etse would have to follow to rc-
hain cohpetitive. Then ve are back
where we started, poorer but maybe
wiser, ff, however, the CIB G ! hr-
loriiy wank to obsoleie sails to ritopi
an innovation thtt has D.ove.l .tti.c-
iive ir other clN6 or exDertm.Dt lly,
th€ individual n€els .an so vote .nd
tnsiruct their Dtutrici Secretaries to r.-
fuse to Eiify ny rulinss at th€ lol-
lowiDs Govemins Boo.tl DeetiDs. I
am convinc€d that publishiDg these
rulings iairly places iDDovators on no-
tice tbai their secret weapons may be
iliegal and that they must justify their
actions to get class approval.

clarification of two points
1. Deffnition ol "Conventional" Tab-

ling-my definition of 'convention-

al" tabling is tabling that is apptied
to the leech or foot of a sail to
strengthen the mw edge of the sail-
cloth to prevent it from stretching
or t€adng. Any tabling that is ap-
plied to stiffen the leech or fooi so
as to pemit a roach has the effect
oI a batien aDd is not legal for jibs.
Roaches in jibs are legal ii no siif-
fening is rcso ed to. ADy stiffening
of the roach ol a mainsail, oihe!

(Continwal on page 5 )
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MEMO (Continued)
than the barieDs spained in the
Omcial Sail PIan, is likewise not

2. -{djctment of the LeDgth of the
Lutr of a Jib-The noie in tbe sail
Plan published in the 1964 Roster
to th€ efiect that no adjustment of
the l€ncith of ihe lufr of a jib is
pelmitted Dbllnbits only the use of
me.n6 othcr llran the iib haUiald
fo! changing ure teDsion tn the iit
lufr, At one lime in the past, sail-
hakers were making jibs with the
cloih attached at the head but not
at the tack. A wire to tbe botiom
of this sliding lufi Irom a lever or
wiDch in the cockpit would pemit
adjustment, This is lot permitted.
Thistle jibs today must have the
cloth fastened to ihe iuff wile and
to the head and tack thimbles, Some
of these jibs have a nyloD cord or
kinky wire to shofien the ]ufi when
the jib halliard is eased. This is

DNFs (continued)
sta ine at major events, and with the
lesultlng longer lines, it's getting very
tough to hear the recall hails acculate-
ly- This bas led to sohe skippers sail-
ing a long way up the nrst beat belore
they ffnally got the word or, worse yei,
inaccurate or indistinct hails have
ceused proper starters to dght their
way back to reslart, although they
were not over early. Since most Com-
mittees are already using walkie-talk-
ies and bull borns, all Paul's plan
would rcquire is an extra boat, It

The saddest story ol the month bas to
be that of the 1964 Nationals pictures.
As you prcbably know, arra.cements
wer€ made to have a supercolossal,
living color sound motion picture
made ol the events at Cleveland,
A photoglapher was secured and many,
many ieet ol fflm were shot. All weDt
well irntil the ff]m was developed,
when to the dismay of all concerned it
was discovered that some son of me-
chanical trouble had occurred which
had ined every last foot. Net result:
no Netionals movie-

Hint to those of you who intend to
shape aDd class your centerboards this
wint€r. Be sure and rough up the lead
and brass butt straps before applying
the slass. We didn't, and got a lovely
separation between the glass and the
board after ihe boat had been sailed
a couple of months. This was with
Epoxy Resin, which is supposed to be
superior lor bonding to metal. T & M.

MINUTES (Continued)
The Governing Board agreed, in view of the previous decision of ihe Class,

that the ruliDs prohibitins adjustabie spinnaker fittinss would stand
Dave Minton vas commended for his good work in keeping the Class one-

The Executive Committee action in gmnting charters io rleets l1t_Mubcie,
Indianai l12-Puddingstone Lake, Calif,i ll3-Ilartwell Reservoir, Calif. was ap-
proved- This makes nine ne{ 6eets this year

Report ol TCA secreiary-treasur.r
The report of Honey Abramson, Secretary-Treasure!, was read.

"There Me 7)572 tl,&s-paid, members to date. One htndt.d Lnd tuent!-

ftue nwlbefi hab. b.en sold, in the past lear, lp to #1!50, and 443 fibcr'
sloss bodts hoDe been sotd to date. oJ the last i00 nt b?ts issr?d, 243
bcrc  la t  fbp ts toss  boots .

Fituancial Report:
Rece ip ts to  da te  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $11 ,s75.28
Dilbursemetuts to date ........ 10,729.65

'  Opera t ing  ba l ,ncc  . . . . . . . . . . .  .&  84563
Sao lnss  accoLnt  bd ldnce . .  7 '99128

ctttent 4ssets .. . $8,8J6 r1

4 d,etailed fnancial repart is oDailable it drirone uislt.s to .xottine it
There uill be d certified, dudit ol the books at the .nd ol the fiscal ltcar.
EqLiphent obtain.d duril g tne ledt inchdes d rsed rnntreostapniri9 "rd-
chine, a 6ed, add,ins machirc, a neu IBM tlpeuritcr (pvchase<l ioDL
the saDinss account) dnd d t\peuriter sland."

The report was approved and all present commented favorably on Honey's

Qualidcatio! requireh.nts for Nationals
Voted with only one dissentirg vote to eliminate the interdistrict residence

rcquirement lrom the top nve qualincation for the Nalionals. Proposed by Ed
'Walsh 

and approved that the 6rst 6ve boats in the Nationals the previous Jear
be qualiffed in the same lashion as the ffrst ffve in the Midwinters. The quali-
ncation requirement lor the Nationals eill thus be:

1. The defending Ndlionll Chdmpion, the Cltus President, qnd the Chiel
Medstet dte qtdlifed regdrdless of qlota.

2. AII other pdrticipdnts ndy qtdlif! b! corrpletins BOTH of the lallouins

A. Competing in thei District Elintrdtion Series, ,4ND
B. I) Be certifred as lrauins quolilied Md.er the quatd bt theit District

SecrerdrlJ, or-
2) Placins in the top fibe ot dn lnter-District Cl&n]!-iomhip, or-
3) PIdc. in the top fxe in tlre Midtuinter Ctrarlpionship s?rics, ot-
4) Place inpositians 2 throlsh 5 in rhe last Nqtiondl Cno,rpionsrrD.

The need for a closer look at quotas lor the Natiohals was discussed, .nd
Presideni Hihsworih appointed a study committee of Jack Wanenmacher, Chair-
mant Ed Walsh and Joel Epstein,

There was some discussion about the possibility ol perhitting lour man
crews in the Nationals. Bob Kronenberg has prepared a report on Cl.ss .dver-
tising which is under siudy. LiIe iackets, the Nationals Motion Pictrre .nd
definition oI a Co-owter were also discussed wiihout aclion.

The St, Petersburg Midwinter dates were €stablisbed as F€bruary l4 through
17, Joel Epsiein reported that he had been approached on th€ possibiljtr oI
arranging lor use of Thistles lor the 1965 Sears Junior Sailing Championship.
The Class agreed to underwrite the cosl oi lransporting spa.s to see that .ll
boats would be similarly rigged.

The need lor a crew handbook was also discussed. Chief Measurer D.ve
Minton commented on the u.lsual innovations i. sail design which hive been
accepted at the Natjonals this year but which will be receiving furlber studr
duriDg the coming year.

submitted.
L. O. Haupf, 2nd Vice-President
Approved,
Ted Himsworth, Preside.t

(cantinwd on page 3)
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