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SUNNY ST. PETERSBURG, Fla, (above) is again site for the Thistle Mid-
Winters (o be held Jan, 26-29. View shows cily’s Cenbral Yachit basin and the
5. Petershurg Y. C. (upper right). This is one of TCA’s biggest repattas.

MID - WINTERS SET FOR JANUARY 26-29

Schedule for the Thistle Winler Na
tfionals to be held at 8. Petersburg Jun-
uaty 26-20 was included in 8 mailing pat
out by Bill Margold in mid-month

The “Mid- Winters” are TCA =ane-
tioned, and there is no entry fee. Spon
sormg St Petersburg Y. C. i8 including a
cocklail parly, presentation banguet and
dance on itz calendar.

The
Thistle mast, only commercially developed

Schock-manufaciured  aluminum

spar of its type to date, was refused legal
sanction by TCA Measurer George Deviin
in late December after moere than iwo
menths of discussion.

TCA deleated a propozal to sanetion
aluminum spars for claze uze during the
nnual meeting last summer, A second
vle did, however, approve the concitional
use of aluminum spars until the 1860 Na-
tionals, providing the spars were of the
same section, weight and rigging as the
standard wood spars,

Hegstration will take place alb the
vacht club January 26 from @ am. to 9
p.m. with o {ne-up race the same duy.
The actual regattn will consist of [ve

races satled between January 27 and 249,
Interested porsons may  conlact Bill

Mangold, e/o 5l Petersburg ¥. €., 5t
Potersburg, Fla. Hacing results will ap-
pear in the next izsue of BAGPIPE,

DENIED CLASS SANCTION

In October. the W. D. Schock Co. of
Culilormia  submilted to Class  Measmrer
[Mevlin A drawing of the seetion of an

[ exlruded aliminum mast which they proa
| posed to market providing it received
favorable ruling,

On October 29, Devlin ruled that the
~seckion of the spar did not conform with
the outside contour of the present wooden
_Thistle mast, and was therefore not per-
missable. The Schock masl was oval i
ghape 2-5/8" across by 3-2/4" long with a
efreumberenee of 10-3/8"

{Continued on 1%, 6)

CLASS VERDICT
ON FIBERGLASS
BOAT EXPECTED

The TCA Governing Bnard is expected
tn vole a clear-cnt yes or Ao on approving
a sanctioned Fiberglase Thistle at the
Mid-Wintsr maeting in 5t Petersburg, Fla,
The vote will cubmninate several years of
soul-seareing by TCA, one of the strictest
one-design classes aclive loday.

The way [or (his vole, which
pected to approve Fiberglazs Thistles for
monufaclure, was finally npened at the
1959 Annual meeting in 8. Petershirg. At
thal time, the class approved Fiberglass
as a construction material and ordered
F'CA officers to proceed with developing a

IR 8X-

| speeific boat for approval or rejection.

Late last Fafl, the TCA Development
Cummitiee met in Cincinnati ta *'jell”
Thiztle construetion into velable shape. The
meeting was attended by Geosrge Devlin
from Delroit, Dave Minton from Colum
bus, Thoug Westin from New York and

{Contlnned on P. 71

HOOT, ANGUS

DUES
ARE DUE
NOW !

Make Checks Payable To TCA
Send vour S56.00 ta
Polive Narion

TCA Secretary-Treasirer

2025 Peachrree Rd. M. E.
.'ql.j:l.ll'inli'lll M, 1439

Arlanta 5. Georgia

Cash DPenalty Tor
Payment After March 31

h—l
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MAN FOR FLEET 82

The year 1959 saw a very active sailing
and racing season for Thistle Fleet No.
82 of Goguac Yacht club at Battle Creek,
Mich. Racing began May 10, and concluded
Oct. 25, with two races each week end.
Interspersed with the regular week end
racing were four regattas.

The Goguac Invitational regatta, which
is an annual affair including Thistles (sec-
ond year) :Comets, and Rhodes Bantams,
saw fifteen of the Douglass & McLeod
boats on the starting line. Winds were
medium to good.

At the conclusion of the five race series,
Herb Mainwaring of Detroit, and Jack La-
Follette, and Wilfred DeWitt, of Indianap-
olis, were in a three way tie for first place.
Vaughn Kelly of Battte Creek, in Vim II,
No. 1174, was fourth. Thistlers in Michi-
gan, Indiana, and Ohio may be hearing
more of Kelly, as this was only his sec-
ond season.

Numerically, Fleet No. 82 has added a
new member in Robert Couch of Battle

(Continued on P. 6)

FOR BAGPIPE, PLAN WELL AHEad g

Several days before Christmas, BAG-
PIPE was deluged with pictures, stories
and even one poem concerning the holi-
day season. Unfortunately, the Christmas
issue had long been printed and mailed
out to Thistle owners, and none of the
material could be used.

STUBNER QUERIES
CB SLOT LENGTH

“Is there a published list of measurer’s
decisions?”’
With that question directed to TCA

Measurer George Devlin in a letter dated
Dec. 23, Walt Stubner (1124) of Glaston-
bury popped a number of interesting
queries that may have occurred to other
new Thistle owners. Quotes and the com-
plete list of puzzlers and replies follow
below.

“In my first full season of sailing my
Thistle, I have noticed quite a variation
in the details of many . . . Thistles. . . . in
order to aid me in preparing for the com-
ing season, I would like to know the class
rules and/or measurer’s decisions on the
following questions.

1.).Is there a published list of measur-
er’s decisions?

A.) There is no list at this time, al-
though, when I get a breather from
fiberglas hull and aluminum spar
problems, 1 am going to make one
up and have it published.

2.) Is there a published list of tolerances?

A)) In the February 1958 issue of BAG-
PIPE.

3.) May the gunwales be covered with
foam rubber where the crew and
skipper usually sit?

A) T can’t see how this could be done
without increasing the freeboard
slightly and, hence, adding a margin
to that “PNR”.

4.) May the centerboard slot be shorten-
ed by filling in until the board just
fits in, or is there a minimum
length on the slot?

A.) There is no minimum length for the
centerboard slot. However . . . some-
one might object that filling-in de-
viated materially from the official
plans.

5.) Is the rubber seal on the c. b. slot
required, or may an alternate means
of sealing be employed?

(Continued on P. 6)

Repeated instances of this kind point
up the need for fleet and district officers
as well regatta publicity chairmen to
plan BAGPIPE stories far in advance.

BAGPIPE now anticipates eight to nine
issues during the coming year, each edi-
tion appearing about six weeks after its
predecessor. This means that if regatta pub-
licity writers or fleet correspondents miss
one issue, they must wait six weeks for
the next to appear.

A “‘missed” issue means stale news or no
news later on.

For the convenience of those handling
publicity for BAGPIPE, the following list
of probable closing dates is published.

* * *

WHERE TIME GOES

BAGPIPE is written by Thistle cor-
respondents all over the U.S. and its pos-
sessions (all comsrs welcome!), edited in
Annapolis, Md., and mailed from Atlanta,
Ga. For that reason, closing deadlines
must be set well before the intended date
of issue.

A typical BAGPIPE schedule: seven
days for editing . . . five to seven days for
setting and correcting type . . . one oY
for paste-up . . . three to five days fo¥
printing, drying, folding, shipping to At-
lanta . . . two to three days mailing time

. one or two days in transit to the
reader. The total is about three weeks’
time or more, including weekends, holi-
days and crises.

& * *

After the closing date for each issue, stor-
ies received will be put over to the next
issue.
Close Feb. 15
Close Mar. 28
Close May 16
Close June 27
Close Aug. 15

For Mar. 1 issue
For Apr. 15 issue
For June 1 issue
For July 15 issue
For Sept. 1 issue
Close Sept. 27 For Oct. 15 issue
Close Nov. 9 For Dec. 1 issue

When you see a “‘tight squeeze” on dead-
lines vs. news approaching, write BAG-
PIPE and let the editor know. It will some-
times be possible to reserve space for im-
portant stories that “must” be late.

1 X Y 1
REGATTA SCHEDULE
Apr. 30 —May 1, 1960 ‘‘Season’s Opener’’
ADMIRAL FARRAGUT CHAMPIONY
SHIPS at Concord Y. C., Ft. Loude!
Lake, Knoxville, Tenn. (Hal Frincke

No. 164)

May 7—8, 1960 ‘“Cotton Carnival Regat-
ta” at Delta S. C., McKeller Lake,
Memphis, Tenn. (Fleet No. 72)
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to get sail out to legal limits .

N order to gualify the fleet for last
season’s activities land incidentally to
find out why several members were
doing =0 well), Fleet &7 held a required
suil measuring meeting doring May of
1959, After a few attempls to secure
proper [loor space, it was decided to hold

Fleet Mo. 67 Captam Charlie Althaus (1) brmgs meeting to order .

it by torchlight on & member's lawn,

This proved to be immensely success-
ful with several cases of beer down the
hatch and an ellicient measuring crew,
Much to everyenc's surprise, only one
jib was illegal (top small), one maln too
fuil. and one spinnaker loo large.

. later Measurer Pete Petersen icenter) tries
. finally Charlie English, Wandolek ( ihar order, rl leaves when Budweiser runs out.

At least all sailors found where they
stood and now will have to search for
othet excuses why No. 1074 beats them
every weekend,

Fleet 67 heartily recommends (his ap
proach to sail measuring for amy other
interested flest.

POSEY, WESTIN, BORDES FINISH '59 AS WINNERS

The Long Island Sound District Races
the season just past were hebd at Mil-

'rl Connecticul, wilh 44 boats participat-
mq and Flect #2 as hosl, Two races were

FREEMAN REPEATS TWIN
KILL AGAINST DRAGONS

For the second straight year, Ithaca
Yacht club's Norm Freeman (93681 outsail-
ed the Fleet 54 locale from Red Dragon
Canoe club, as well as some talenled vis- \

|
[
1

itors, to sweep both events of the Delaware
river twin-hill for Thistles — Red Dragon's
Heather Bowl regatta, and the Thistle por-
tion of the Governor's Cup regatta af
Riverton ¥,(0.

Having now won nine of the last eleven
races in these series, Norm would appear
to have succeeded Raritan's Al Willlams
(631! as Honorable Chief Slayer of Dra
gons (Hed! in Their Lair.

The Dragons' Heather Bowl tourney gat
underway on Saturday morning in o mod-
crate westerly air, with eight wisitors |
amonpg the sixteen entries. At the Club
buny on the second upwind leg, Buck Kru-
zen (7510 and Art Were (930) continued up
the Jersey =ide, while Freeman, Williams,

d Fleat 81's Larry Owen (1110) spught |

tter air on the portherm shore.

The trip scross ihe tide proved disas- |
trous Lo the visitors, and the two Dragon

{ Continoed on P. 4)

held on baturday and one on Sunday, with
a dinner and dance Saturday nighl ol (he
Club.

Saturday started out with variable lght
winds for the first race that picked up in
the afternnon. Om Sunday morning it was
raining hard and a good stiff brecee was
blowing; the ecrews gathercd with some
apprehension, but 34 boats waenk ool

Before the race ended, the rain stopped,
the sea ahated, and the breeze held, Tt

| wag gond thistle weather and typical of a

wesk-end at Milford on Long Island Sound.
All of the races were Gold Cup courses,
exoept Sunday's race which was modified
shiphtly to provide a course closer in

shore.

The first race was won hy Doug Westin,
the defending champion, and he was one-
third the way to two years in a row. This
was shortlived with such competition as
Dennis Posey and Pete Bordes, fresh from
Larchmont with new sails,
hesls. Close in contention for the home
club was Wall Stubner.

The second race was off af 1:30 P
with Pete Bordes coming in first and Den-
nis Posey holding on te his second place,
Jim Robinson came up from the middle to
lake third place and to be joined by his
Fleet-mate, Bill Romano, in foorth.

With berthing of flast for the night, Pete
Bordes held a slim % point lead on Dennis
Pozey. Doug Westin was then in third,

(Continued on Page 5)

close on his |

| Sklppen/Bout 1 3
| 1 Poscy /706 2 '.?. 1 ]30'.4
| 2 Westin/T77 1 7 4 12314
| 3 Bordes/603 3 1 8 13314
4 Marriner/ 1163 i b 6 118
5 Holl/0l6 8 8 3 119
i Stubner/1124 £ 10 5 116
T Merkaliunes,/1234 9 12 T 07
8 Romatio/116 14 4 12 105
1 Robinson /605 17 3 13 102
10 Dobson /216 1§ 11 9 L]
11 Meyer/1243 10 13- 17 85
12 Dates/ 586 15 15 10 895
13 Muust/hld 13 1& 11 2]
14 Eean/27 24 68 14 91
15 Sturges/ 801 20 & 1a 1]
16 Liggett/823 11 14 22 88
17T Bauernmann/630 5 wdsq 3 B2
18 Hendrio/617 12 21 20 83
19 Splitz, A T92 26 19 15 75
20 Grimestoin/1123 2 18 31 71
21 V. Denburg/578 22 27 1§ 70
23 Brurdon/1229 21 13 I5 BT
23 Bhinw/ 362 18 26 28 B4
24 Leinoff/483 1 20 33
25 DuBaois,/1203 T 25 dns oB
26 Patjensz 357 dnf 17T 18 34
27 Eron'bureg/ 1200 30 24 30 51
| 28 Darling/1079 31 29 24 51
29 Weiss adé 43 23 31 48
A0 Gillins 54T 23 30 34 18
31 Fligw 998 3 Im 23 43
32 Prankfort/1117T 36 32 28 4
33 Smil/199 as 36 7 34
34 Hoffnwan /504 27 34 dns 29
35 Larabee/829 20 431 dns 28
36 Cotble/266 37 38 dns 26
37 Spite, L./1118 daq 38 29 23
38 Gailo/1169 36 dnf 32 21
38 Johnston 375 34 35 dns 21
40 Wrizhl/952 39 31 dns 20
41 Pmibiclski /871 28 dns dns 17
42 Peblit/581 dns dns dns 0
413 Zusi/ 920 dns dos dos o
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FLUKES HAUNT GOVERNORS CUP -

In the season past, some thirteen
Thistles assembled for the New Jersey
Governor’s Cup regatta at Riverton Y.C.
As well as defending themselves against
Norm Freeman, at least 12 of the group
were defending the Governor’s Cup itself,

MAUST AGAIN TOP
SKIPPER WITH 49

Seventeen year old Hank Maust, of
Bellport, won the championship of the
Great South Bay Thistle fleet for the sec-
ond consecutive year by getting three
straight firsts in the Bellport Yacht club
Labor Day series. Runner-up was King
Van Denburg, ending a sensational first
year with the class. Third place went to
Jim Egan who sails No. 27, a thirteen-
year old Thistle still in good ccondition.

The Season series was composed this
year of the two races in the Babylon
Yacht Club 4th of July regatta and the
three at Bellport. The weather was mod-
erate at Babylon and on the light side at
Belbport.

Each race of the Labor Day series
was marred by someone’s misfortune. In
the first race, a Thistle locked masts with
a Star in a port-starboard situation, result-
ing in the utter destruction of the Star’s
mast and some scratched varnish on the
Thistle.

(Continued on P. 7)

Ist SEASON SUCCESSFUL

The Michiana Distriet’s newest fleet,
No. 87 at Bloomington, Indiana, wound up
its first szason with the 1st Annual Dinner
of the organization.

Ted Deppe (112) was elected Fleet
Captain, taking over for Bud Spencer (555)
who guided the fleet through 1959. Ron
Rostorfer (970) was re-elected Fleet Secre-
tary. Jan and Bill McLean (853) round
out the charter members, but there is
growing interest in sailing in Bloomington,
and the fleet has good possibilities for
expansion.

Fleet No. 87 had a fine first season.
Twelve races were held by the Blooming-
ton Y. C., in the Spring and Fall, with
Rostorfer emerging as Fleet Champ and
Spencer as Runner-up.

For the coming year, the fleet will
try to have many more races at home
and a better representation at regattas.
The BYC is in line to get new property,
and we would like to have a Thistle re-
gatta of our own if things were to work
out well.

which is overall trophy awarded to:- the
class with the highest percentage of fin-
ishers in the series.

Starting at the leeward end of the line
in drifting conditions, Art Were worked up
the shore in private air, roundzd the wind-
ward mark first and had a seemingly in-
surmountable lead in the first race. An
unbelievable combination of spotty puffs
not only wiped away Were’s command,
however, but allowed Freeman, Ed Walsh,
Saily Krusen and Paul Schmitt to slip by
and finish ahead in that order.

Longest sufferer of the day was Jack
Sayre who, mindful of his obligation to
fellow Thistlers under terms of the Presi-

dent’s cup, stuck it out for five hours in.

order to record a finish.

With Saturday’s second race called off
and Sunday’s weather worse still, the com-
mittee finally started a single short race
Sunday afterncon. After a half hour of
agonizing starts, fifty-odd boats of all
classes were a jumbled armada.

When a good southerly struck the pack,
everybody started to move at once — not
only overlapped, but interlocked! (What
rule governs, Mr. Bavier, when your boom
is fouled inside a Comet’s backstay, your
spinnaker is lying against the permanent
of a Lightning ahead and the- Star leading
the pack runs aground?)

Freeman, Walsh and Were broke from
the gruesome tangle and finished in that
order with Sally Krusen fourth. (The Gov-
ernor’s Cup went to the Stars when Jerry
Milgram’s 1261 unshipped a tiller and
tangled with a mark for DSQ.)

SUMMARY

Skipper/Boat 1 2 F

1 Freeman/936 ......... 1 1 26%%
2 Walsh/818 ........... 2 2 24
3 Krusen/751 ........... 3 4 21
4 Were/930 ............ 5 3 20
5 Harris/432 ........... 6 5 11
6 Parker/671 ........... 8 6 14
6 Schmitt/402 .......... 4 10 14
8 Pasternak/808 ...... 7 9 12
9 Kira/766 ........... 10 7 11
10 Whittum/819 ........ 12 8 8
11 Morris/146 .......... 11 12 5
11 Milgram/1261 ........ 9 DSQ 5
13 Sayre/1086 ......... 13 11 4

$.0.5. FROM NORFOLK, VA.

Birmingham, Ala., Thistler Gus Kiligas
moved into the Central Atlantic district
Norfolk, Va., area recently, expecting to
find good racing.

Finding no Thistle Fleet, he wants to
hear from anyone interested in the pro-
ject. Mail to him at 259 East 41st St., Nor-
folk 4, Va. as soon as possible.

Freeman Repeats (cont’d)

boats had a commanding lead at the
weather mark. Krusen’s ‘‘Snappy Dra N
gon” maanged to hold off Art’s “Dragon‘
Song” with Williams, Freeman, and Ed
Walsh (818) crossing 3rd, 4th, and 5th, re-
spectively.

That afternoon, in a freshening sou’west-
erly, Freeman had “Cheno” really moving
on the spinnaker legs under his bright red
Roller, and finished first, followed by Wil-
liams and Walsh, while Krusen fought off
Bob Duff (495) to finish fourth and there-
by wind up the day tied with Freeman in
point score.

The deciding race Sunday morning start-
ed in a puffy souwesterly and proved a
tough scrap. At the leeward mark Duff,

> Freeman, Krusen, and Owen were bunched

when Owen grounded with a resounding
thump.

Larry the Viking rigged his paddle as a
steering oar with such consummate skil}
that he actually managed to recapture two
boats that had passed him in the turmoil!
As the leaders battled it out in a short-tack
duel up the Jersey shore, in the increas-
ingly flukey air, Freeman and Krusen
managed to slip through Duff.

Just short of the windward mark, Free-
man ran into a light spot and Krusen
closed within several lengths. This proved
to be the closest the Dragon attack carec—".
to recapturing the Bowl. Freeman crafﬁﬁ
worked offshore, caught the first puff of
the new northwesterly, shot around the
mark, and was away flying for the grand
final. Duff, Williams, and Walsh followed
in that order.

Skivper/Boat 1 2 3
1 Freeman/936 4 1 1  45Y%
2 Williams/631 3 2 4 42
3 Krusen/751 1 4 5 41y,
4 Walsh/818 5 3 2 40
5 Were/930 2 6 a 37
6 Voight/606 7 8 7 29
7 Duff/495 DSQ 5 2 27
8 Owen/1110 6 7 DNF 21
9 Agan/396 9 9 8 21
10 Kira/766 10 10 10 21
11 Whittum/819 11 11 10 20
12 Sayre/1086 8 DNF 9 18
13 V. Archer/517 12 12 DSQ 10
14 Morris/146 14 DSQ 15 9
15 Roberts/808 13 13 DNF 8
16 Bergey/253 DNF DNF DNS (1}

ANY RED FACES, ANGUS?

America’s newest state, Hawaii, con-
tributed the first fully reported, fully dues-
paid Thistle Fleet for 1960, according to
TCA Secretary-Treasurer Pollye Norton.

“Congratulations to Fleet 76,” she
wrote. ‘““There should be some red faces

Stateside (sic) that the fleet the greatest —~
distance away was the first to compl.A .

with this annual requirement.”

Paul Joy .is 1960 Fleet Captain. A
special election to replace resigmed 1960
Fleet Secretary Rothermel is to be held.
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ﬂREA EDITED PUBLICATIONS GAIN IN POPULARITY

FOK THE HST time in almost a dtéudu a Thistle won the Governor's Cup
at Kentucky Lake Sinte Park, Skipper Bob Kalser (eenter) in *“Thisile Bait"
No. 1149, assisied by his wife Libby and Bud Norman admire the trophy.

KAISER TAKES KENTUCKY GOVERNGRS CUP

Boh Kaiser, a newcomer to the ranks

wion 1st place al Kentucky Lake and
walked away with not only the Thistle
trophy, but on an adjusted time basis,
beat all of the 67 enirants competing for
the Governor's Cop. This Cup was origin-
ted by Alben W. Barkley, former govern-
or of Kentucky. Competition [ this (rophy

15 keen and all Thistlers salute Bob Kajser

for bringing credit
Association,

WEIL TAKES FLEET 34

to the Thistle Class

CHAMPIONSHIP FOR 1959

For his lnal duty as Fleet 24 Official
Scorer for 1959, Ben Weil
over o new 1960 Fleel Caplain Ben Weil
4800 results of the [leel champlonship
competition for the season just past. The
Winner: Ben Weil (430).

Lest it sound that this triple leat was |

a put-up jub, i should be noted that Weil
had Lo skipper 480 home ahead of eight
Neet compztidors in better than 30 races
spread aver a long six month season.
Chuck Wiley finished second in the
fleet honers with Mendal Jobnsen thied.
These were followsd (in order) hy: John
Burggral {now Districl Secretary), Bruce
Rics, Nal Sexlon, Harold Barr and Baob

Elepper,
Aller being inactive for over thros
years, Fleet 34 was revived this year

alier being moved from Baltimore to An-
napolis, Md. The flect was heart and start
of a Chesapegke “come-back™ staped by
the clags in 1959,

(490 handed

Summary
Shlpper/Boal 1 2 3
1 Kaiser/1149 2 1 1
2 Larsen/138 1 5 2
2 Proctor/1222 5 3 3
4 Schroeder/ 300 7 2 1
3 Martin/g26 3 7 10
i Hesley 10 9
T Ccle 11 A 9
i aszano 4 DNS 4
% Stoddard 3 4 13
10 Duckwaorth g8 8 17
11 Larimer 12 a 19
13 Wallon 11 DNS 7
13 Hufford I3 16 &
14 Steffons 8 19 12
15 Bell 15 11 16
It Fizher 4 12 1%
17 Kessinger 18 13 15
18 MacDougal 2 15 U
18 Rostolsr 16 DNS 14
20 Buist 17 14 DNS
21 Todd 21 19 DNS
POSEY (Cont'd)
with Phil Marriner, Wall Stubner, Ned
Hali, Bill Romano, Jim Hobinson, Brune
Markeliunas, and Jock Meyer following

in that order,

Sunday morning it looked as though the
waather was slacting to alter (he course
of events with & heavy rain and the wind
out of the cast. An easterly wind causes
Long Island Sound to boild wp, and 3 - 4
foot roflers seplaced the previous day’s
chap,

Pele Bordes got o poor slart, as did

| some of the ather feaders of the day before,

The finish saw Dennis Posey in first, Ned
Hall in second, Tom Bawsermann in third,
Doug Westin in fourth, Walt Stubner in
fifth, Phil Marriner in sixth, Brono Marke-
livnas in seventh, Peté Bordes jn cighth,

DELTA DISTRICT JOINS
NEWPORT AS PUBLISHER

The Delta Distriet, TCA, brought oul
the initial iseue of fts own distriel-wide
publication THISTLEDOWN this January,
therebyy joining ranks with Newporl Hur-
bor Flest 68, which has been producing
its own THISTLEGRAM [or suine ibme
i,

Both publications are mimezographed
v legal-size sheetz, Califormin’s  issues
running arcind four papes with Dedla's
puper opening publication with two. Con-
tents are equivalent to BAGPIPE with
vary heavy Tncal interzst, of course, and
classified ad sections as needed,

Though Ihe Central Atlantic district
has not yot formoalized its own publica
tipn, the ares’s forceful “‘comeback™
from near oblivion in 1958 was largely aid-
ed by monthly mailings of complete min-
utes of all meetings, and the Hnal resalt
was nol unlike THISTLEDOWN or THIS-
TLEGRAM. CA is considering o [ormal

| publication for later.

Other districts wishing to study THIS-
TLEDOWN or TINSTLEGRAM [ov idess
ln puiting out thelr own pages, may ask
for coples from Mrs. Eugene George, Jr.,
2410 Enfield Rd., Auvstin, Tex. ("DOWN)
and John Daniell, 12021 5W Arroyn Dr.,
Sunta Ana, Cal. C"GRAM),

Such  local  publications  supplement
and augment BAGPIPE rather than re-
place it. Produced more guickly ond in-
expensively and distributed over ¢ smaller
area, local papers can give much more in-
tengive coverage Lo strictly local news,
and can jnelude private possip, jokes and
itzma that would he of Hitle intersst to
people oulside the area,

Regular area publicalions also te dis-
tricts into tighter, more cohesive units, and,
incidentally, make good propagands for
gelling new Thistlers into (he ranks The

| cost iz quite modest, and can often ke cut

o nothing if Thistlers involved have access
lo their own mimeo or ditto equipment.
Sample fftems [rom he latest THIS
TLEDOWN include:; dates and schedube
for the Houston Y.C. (Texas) Mid-Winter
Regaita which will include Thislles . .
news of Aostinites Tom Leach, Jim Corn-
eite, Dale Walston and Blackstock, all of
whom are fitling owt for the coming sea
gon . . . un encouraging lash from San
Angelo that Eugene English is finishing
his Thistle kit and ptooning to jsin Bruce
Fisher, Hunter Strain, Jr., and Bill Mout-
Eomery at Concho ¥.C. . . . communigue
on Thistle pressure being put on the Waco

{Continued gn P, 6)
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FLEET 84 GROWS IN L. A, LONG BEACH

Using the Alamitos Bay Thistle Fleet
84 charter as a nucleus, Los Angeles area
Thistling has been expanded to include
all of the Los Angeles and Long Beach
Harbors. The Los Angeles Thistler no
longer need travel the 30 miles to New-
port Harbor. With the new, expanded fleet,
it is hoped that rivalry will increase be-
tween these two areas.

Since organization in September, Fleet
84 has grown to 11 active racers. At pres-
ent, members belong to Alamitos Bay,
Cabrillo Beach, and Los Angeles Yacht
Clubs. Members live in Long Beach, San

MEASURER (Cont’d)

A)) I don’t want to make a ruling on |

this until I know what you have in
mind.

6.) If a Westin-type roller reefing winch
is installed on mast, may the old
winch be employed for a boom vang?

A.) Yes.

7.) Are permanent wedges on c. b. per-

missable (o alter angle of attack of

board)? (I feel such devices should
be illegal.)

No device may be attached to either

the centerboard or . . . trunk which

would have the effect of cocking the
board.

8.) Is a bow seat required?

A.) The bow seat as shown in the plans
is not required. However, a seat or
floor grating is required.

9.) May holes be drilled in the seat sup-
ports to allow storage of gear such
as paddles and poles?
1 see no objection . . . However, if
this were extended to the point of
. . . making a major alteration in
weight distribution, it could be ruled
out.
10.) If most other wood Thistles are as
heavy as my boat (3501b. bare), I
would suggest that the minimum hull
weight on the glass boat be higher
than the 300lb. mentioned.
There are some (though not many)
standard Thistles which come very
close to the minimum weight and,
consequently, it would not seem
fair to place a weight penalty on the
fiberglas Thistle. Among top skippers
there is a wide variation in the
weight of their boats without any
apparent advantage on a day-in-day-
out basis.

“Let me take this opportunity to con-
gratulate and thank you for your efforts
in keeping the Thistle class in strict com-
Jpliance with the one design principle.”

“Thanks, and Happy Thistling to you,
Mr. Stubner.”

A.

~

A.

~

A)

Pedro, Whittier, Altadena, Burbank, Dow-
ney, and Redondo Beach, just to mention
a few.

This is a big, fast-growing area; it is
hoped to have a fast-growing Thistle
Fleet. If any cold-snowbound easterners
would care to join, welcome!

Racing during the first three months
was necessarily limited, but there are
some results to report.

Cabrillo Beach Y. C.
Fall Series

1. Lynn Babcock/595 CBYC

2. Robert Chubb/1075 ABYC

3. Art Glasier/471 ABYC
Alamitos Bay Y.C.

“Turkey Day”

1. John Cazier/269 Balboa YC

2. Art Glasier/471 ABYC

3. A. Littlejohn/73 CBYC
Cabrillo Beach Y.C.
Thanksgiving Day

1. Art Glasier/471 ABYC

2. A. Littlejohn/73 CBYC

3. Lynn Babcock/595 CBYC

DELTA (Cont'd)

Sailing club to adopt the class . . . and
the story of a Thistle cruise from Port
Isabel to Corpus Christi by Charles Neill
and Elworth Lowrey.

Newport, Cal., news bits include:
Fleet championship results (Buddy Ebsen
swept honors in No. 1010 Rebel Yell) . . .
local report by delegates to the St. Pete
Nationals . . . a plug to plant a National
Championship regatta on the West Coast

. . reminder that local' dues ($11) are due

. and an anecdote about the dock
lounger who looked over a Thistle and re-
marked, “Say, it’s just like a big fibre-
board Lido 14, isn’t it?”

VAUGHN (Cont’d)

Creek with boat No. 1190. The group now
has seven boats and hopes for ten by next
spring.

i The All-Season first place trophy was
won by Vaughn Kelly in No. 1174, with
Isecond place going to Dr. Don Pearson
in No. 1066. It was interesting to note that
la Thistle won the All-Season handicap
award.

Thistling in Michigan sheuld be most
interesting during 1960 with the possi-
bility of the Nationals being held at De-
troit.

Fleet No. 82 officers are: Fleet Captain
Earl Brutsche, 39 Massachusetts Ave.,
Battle Creek, Michigan, and Fleet Secre-
tary Dr. D. J. Pearson, 255 North Ave.,
Battle Creek, Michigan.

SCHOCK (Cont’d)

By comparison, the present wooden
spar is 2-3/8”’ across by 3-5/8” long with a
circumference of 9-1/2” (all measurements
taken to the nearest eighth — not Offic:al).

Schock protested that measurements
were beside the point, and that TCA had
voted at its annual meeting to, in effect,
give the Schock mast a try-out as such.

Devlin checked and found that the
motion had, indeed, been made with the

"intention of giving the Schock mast con-

ditional approval until the 1960 Nationals.
Devlin wondered, however, how many of
the people voting on the motion had under-
stood it in that manner.

Devlin said, “Personally I would like
to see an aluminum spar tested out in
actual use, and I don’t feel the slight dif-
ference in section as used in the Schock
mast would be significant from a sailing
standpoint.

“On the other hand . . . I am not sure
whether those who voted in favor of this
conditional acceptence realize that they
were voting for an aluminum mast having
basically a rounded off rectangular sec-
tion rather than one of pear shape com-
parable to our wooden mast.”

There matters stood until December,
the intervening time being consumed by
checking back and forth with members

who had been present at the ammual meer.y

ing.

In mid-December, Doug Westin, now
Commodore but past-president and Chair.
man of the Annual meeting, ruled that the
vote at St. Pete had approved an alumi-
num spar having the same section as that
of the wooden mast. On Dec. 30, Devlin
applied the ruling to Ned Jacoby, owner
of Fiberglass thistle No. 1273, and denied
him use of his aluminum Schrock mast.

At the moment, there is no com-
mercially marketed spar of aluminum
available to Thistle owners for sanctioned
use.

Art Were Asks Opinions

The redoubtable Art Were (930) writes
Bagpipe this issue that he has noticed a
variance in the height of spinnaker pole
fittings above the mast step.

“A random check of some 14 boats at
this year’s Nationals showed heights rang-
ing from 28%” to 4% with an average of
36”,” he says. “Two of the boats carried
a second fitting (183 and 23’’) for use in
light air sailing.

“Comments from the experts are in-

vited,” he concludes.
Bagpipe opens its columns to kite sail-
ors with ideas. Any takers?

L J
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TAKE ME T0 YOUR LEADER. No, the above shol wasn't talen ol ihe land-
ing of a refogee ship on US, shores, or al the South Pole, For lhose wnfami-

liar with

the landmarks, it's San Francisco

at 2:00 a.m. a la Althaus.

SAILING UP SEAL SLOUGH IS A STICKY
GPERATION IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY MUD

by Gil Smith

For {hose who ane strietly sunny day
saflors, just consider California! Out here,
fings ean be easy; bul eccasionally Cali
fornians Lry Lo tesl themselves o liftke o
sep il they still hove some ploncering
spirit. In Lhat spirit, Fleet Captain Charlie
Althaus, plus visiting guest, decided on a
South Bay cruise from Pale Allo. This
happened to be on a Wednesday afternoon
in August.

There were no other boats in =ight
but with a sunny day, what conld po
wrong?

Well, Alhaus had heard of a slough
full of sealz and went out o find them.
After leaving the Bay, he sailed peacefully
down several main slonghs and then, lo,
there were the seals -

MAUST (Cont'd)

down wind, down |

a amall stough, 1t was just loo inviling
with puests and all, so down he went.

He found seals, muod, oofgeing  tids,
and darknesz all af the same time, how-
ever. If you haven't tried to push a This-
flz through the mud to catch an inch or
a0 of water, you just haven't lived. Call-
frrnia mud is bottnmless.

Al any rale, the caplain pushed, haul-
ed, and generally muddled sroend for
somg lme before [inally wading ashore.
When his wile realized that the cruize
should bave ended before 10 PAL, she
rallied a willing cruiser and some fellow
Thistlers,

Charlie Althauz and crew were [ound
an the slough's edpge at 2 A M. optimisti-
cally camping under the mainzail with a
bonfire in fromt of tham.

SUMMARY
Skipper/Toat 1 - 3 1 i F
| Manst/524 2 5 1 1 1 13
2 Van Denburg/a7 5 5 2 3 - 17
i T Egan/s2y 4 i 3 5 4 19
4 Weslin/777 1 1 DNF 2 3 |
5 Spite/702 3 o 4 7 6 e
& Hilgendorff/1029 T 10 ) 4 B i1
7 Hendrie/617 a 1 i f DNT 4
B Ilorrocks 248 9 I ) 1] 9 42
2 Quinhy/1137 BT o 12 DNF 1%
10 Mengel /265 m 4 if 9 i 5
11 Reardon/ 1220 11 11 12 DNF T 55
12 Cleaves,/ 002 13 12 11 1 10 57
13 Shaw /362 12 o ™ £* 8 63
14 Dirossos 364 14 13 DNS DNS DNS i

*Chartered for last 3 races. Points based on 1 DNFs.

;CLASS VERDICT (Cont'd)

Ray MeCleod from Cleveland.

Fresideni Harrell was hosl. Al al-
tending made the trip at personal expense.

In a luug session extending into the
early haurs of the morning, the Commit
tee went over Thistle flemn by ftem to
compile a singls list of all units making
up the boal, Regquired and eptional items
were completely covered along with per-
missable building materials and methods,

Much aof this has been covered by TCA
Measurcr Devlin, bul the Cincinnati meet-
ing hrought it topether for the first time.

With 1he Official Thistle hen well in
hand, the committee went over proposed
plans for a Fiberglass Thistle. Such Fiber-
glass plans, when fnally approved, will
be in (he [orm of additional sheets to be
| @dded to, and resd together with Official
Flans for the wooden Thistle.

Final compilation of Official Thisthe
particulars together with Official Fiber
glass Thistle plans is now ghout complets,
and should be in the hands of members of
the Governing Boszrd by Mid-Winters, It
will then be only & matter of Beard action
for TCA to weleome a Fiberplazs boat to
official ranks. (See thiz issne DBAGPIPE
for related story on aluminum masts. )

“The main problem confronting the
Commitiee,” President Ev Harrell wrote,
“was, and is insuring thal 8 Thistle of
mmlided Fiberglass holl copsirueiion con-
forms exactly in hull lines, weight, weight
displocemient or location, and perfarmance
lo the present wooden ones.'

The vole on Fiberglass will probably
be [ollowed by TCA approval of appropri-
ate builders for the boal.

Several experimental Fiberplass This-
tles are mow gailing and have already
completed A ssason’s racing. The peneral
opinion on these boats has been that they
are not ncticeably different from existing
wonden boats

FLEET 55 REACTIVATED

Flest 85 of Chula Visla, Cal., defunet
for some time, is scheduled to he re
activated this Spring according to Tom
Walker of that city.

Walker recently wrote TCA President
Evans Harrell enclosing measurement cer-
tificates for three boats and asking how
the Flect charter mighi be re-instated.
Harrell cullined the steps and added con-
eraluletions.

A story on the “come back' of still
another supposedly dead [beet ds planned
for an carly issue of BAGFIPE.
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CLASSIFIED SECTION

WANTED, Thistle most and boom with
or mhhm’r rigging, In any condibion.
Conduct; Jozeph L. Conboy, 208 Hapr-
vard St., Norfolle, Virginia.

DINNA SPEND your money, Angus,
withoot first e pay your national TCA
duss! Make your check payable o
Thistle Class Associntion and send to
local feet or to: Miss Pollye Norton,

TCA Sccrctary-Treasurer, 2026 Peach- |

ftree Rd., N.E
Georgia,

» Apd. 1439, Aflanta B,

FOR SALE, Thistle No. 294, varnished
interior, mazt and boom, excellont con-
citions, New suit of Boston sails with
sipper, plus good set of hagd weather
sails, Epinnaker, boal cover, Tee Nee
wnniker amnd outboard brackel attached.
Price $1,200. Joseph Kiebala, Jr,, 194
Buckland Ave.,, Rochesler 19, New York.

S5ATLE TFOR SALE, Ulmer maln aod
jib, used moderately 4 years, good con-
dition, He-cul 1959 angd used with [alr
success past sumuner. Will accept rea-
sonoble offer and sell subject to buvers
approval, Jolin C. Sloddard No, 948,
R. F. D, No. 1, Montieslks, T,

SAVE YOUR good sails! Buy my Boa-
Bon Thistie main and fib for 840, Ern-
ezt M, Bucher No. 022, 108 Pairview
Rd., Chagrin Palls, Ohlo,

FOR SALE, excellent cotton HRaisey
main and i, psed one season, money
back i7 not satiefled, 200, Johin Wanen-
mucher, No. 25, 1616 Covdova Ave.,
Lakewood 7. Ohio.

'REACHEROO" Moves vour jib sheets

PO BALRE: Thistle No. 566. 3 suits
salls, eotton, orlon and beand now Hard
-clumum and shinneker, ocover, pood
hardware, Asking $1,300. H., C. Towle,
a0 Liaramie Trndd, L-Lurmn'm 16, Ohio.
PO, 1-5216.

autside the shrouds for most efficient
reaching, moves inslde the shroud for
windwand work. All In o aplit second!
Many top skippers are using it. $16.00
prepold. Wheat Clevelund, Box 181,

Palrhope, Ala, inal

|
‘I.‘L'TI'ISTLE F'OR E-ALE No, Tii "Rn‘;]EI
Em”, Top suelw condliton, Boston

miain  with zipper swab reef. Tlner
et wealher and Boston hoovy weath-
er b, All duacron. Spotless sel Sian-
hodor cotlons, ard spherical spinnaker,
alsg Boston [or light weather, Huvged,
high speed traller, all for $1,400. John
C. Bloewm, 77 Highland Ave,. North-
ponk, L. I, M. ¥.

FOF SALE, Thiztle No. 001, Better than |
new. Movgan ovlon main, dacron jib,
Boston black and while spinmaker. Mar-
iner company fittings, Puanm  shests.
Professional  mirior finigh, noif &

sernbell. Tee Nee traller, newly painted.
Valtle owver $2100, offered for $1.408.
Jumes Addison. 28002 While Rad.,

Poarryshurg, Ohio, TR 4-6413,

FORL SALE, thuve¢ year old suit mitre |
oiet Boslon dacrons, main and jib, Ask-

imz $75. Sail i No. 785, “Sen Haowk"™,
Niagara Frontier q:l.lmmL Mr. Jean
Jerge, 3670  Staney Hd., OGrand
Island, N, ¥.

WANTED: awrlt of dncron macimg sass
for Thistle. Musl be from reputable
sadlmaker in first oldss condition, full
cut and medium deafe, Eugene E. Eng-
lish, 1410 Shafter 3i, San Angelo,
Texas.,

FOR SALFE, flat cut decrots, Ulmer
main and Boston jib, Used 2 sBasolis,
excellent condition £120. Will throw in

It Boston cottons. Flmer Richosds,
345 BE. 61 st, Apd. 4A, New York 21.
TE B-1471.

FOR SALE, surplus sails, Boston Orlon
mitre eut main with zipper along foot
und Boston dacron jib uscd olhe SE350I.
These sobls won manerons roces inelud-
ing 19567 Michiana Districl champion-
ship, Price 5125 Ratsey Orlon madn and
iib pood condlifon $75. Douglas Wake,

1406 Woodsborn Dr., Boyal Oal, Mickh.

FOR BALF, Hard mninsail, & oz dac-
rorn, med. deabh, Mylar window. New
August 1858, Used [or 12 pees only.
Pholo on page % of Sept. BAGPIFE
(worn N. J. Districts) $150. A. J. Wil-
linms, 1134 Madizon Ave., Ralvway, N.J,

FOR SALE, surplus sults of sails from
wall-known Thisile No, 2343, 1 suit Bos-
ton mam and jib, orlon, mediun eul,
fleet chaanp 2 yours amd Larchmont
race  week, good shape $756. 1 Buit
Southorrny Wind Bage, full eur, like
brand new, 4.5 o%. oplon, nsed 3 monlhs,

| vnmerked, 575. 1 sult Rateey imporbed

Egyptian 4.5 of custom scwh Inain snd
gpecie]  Vallentine  jib,  Medium  eutl.
uzed onece at Midl-winters, placed high,
like new. 565, Pirst come, Tirst scrved.
Henry J. (Jock) Meyer, 25 Audubon
D, Ossining, N. ¥. WT 1-3022 (2L)




