To say the 2008 version of the Thistle Mid-Winters West Regatta was a success is being modest to the extreme.  Dave Bloomberg, regatta chairman and member of MBYC Thistle Fleet 13 ran the most memorable regatta in recent history.  We had crack race committee, dedicated volunteers, fantastic food, live entertainment, great raffle gifts, warm weather, 7-12 knots of wind over a slow rolling 2-4 foot ocean swell – great conditions for a thistle regatta. 

This year, Fleet 13 broke tradition and scheduled 3 days of ocean racing beginning Thursday, February 7, 2008 and the Larry Klein Memorial Match Racing Championship on Sunday, February 10, 2008 in the bay.  By Wednesday, the parking lot was full of boats, trailers, sails, gear and 110 plus sailors who traveled from all parts of the United States to compete.  We are truly blessed to live in San Diego which enables us to sail just about every weekend.  Several of the competitors told me they are unable sail between November and April due to the severity of the weather on their home waters. 

The MWW competition was intense especially at the starts as Roger Patterson, regatta PRO found it necessary to display the “I” and eventually the “Z” flags to control the aggressive sailors.  I was amazed as Doug Hart, driving 3852 “hovered” 2-3 boat lengths off the line 45 seconds before the start diving down to save the leeward hole and then driving back up to control the boat to windward.  All the good sailors did this and it was fun to watch it up close.

Memorable this year was the ocean wild life.  During race three of the second day, four to five of the lead boats began yelling and pointing upwind.  Apparently, a whale had surfaced on the race course right in the middle of converging boats.  He or she dove for cover as we approached and no one reported hitting the leviathan on its migration south.

MWW was won by Paul Abdulla of Florida and the Larry Klein Memorial was won by defending champion Mike Ingham of Rochester, New York.   Plans are in the works for the 2009 MWW and Larry Klein Memorial regattas and the regatta committee is planning for 40-plus boats.  

See you on the water.

Cesar Romero, Captain, Thistle Fleet 13

