This report just in from Anne & Dave Hansen, who captured third place overall in the East Coast Fall Series by nailing down a second in the last regatta of the season...
The Heather Bowl at the Red Dragon Canoe Club, located on a narrow stretch of the Delaware River between Philadelphia and Trenton, was held this past weekend.  This was our first time at Red Dragon and it did not disappoint us.  The forecast for Saturday was grim, at best, but we knew we would have a good time anyway.

Dave left Vermont at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, picked up the boat and our teammate, Scott Meyer, in Saratoga and then drove on to Newburgh to pick up Charlie Bailey who was sailing with Team Latham.  Then on to Dave's sister's house in Newtown, PA, where we met up with Anne who flew in from Detroit.  After arriving at around 9:00 p.m., we got down to serious business in planning Halloween costumes and consuming good wine – a very good mix.  Dave's sister pulled out three trunks of costumes used by our nieces during their growing-up years, and we all tried to see what we could squish ourselves into.  It was a blast, especially when Scott put on the "Michael Jackson" jacket and we knew we were on to something.  We harrassed him into wearing a pair of size six spandex metallic pants and he was good to go.  Dave was much more tame, as a French pirate with a very dead parrot on his shoulder.  Anne wore a rhinestone encrusted jumpsuit from the 1980's and a hot pink wig.  She sorta looked like a weird cross between Shania Twain and Whitney Houston – yikes!  But this article is supposed to be about sailing!

Saturday began – literally – with a roller coaster ride.  The boats were all launched on an old trolley system on railroad tracks down into the river, where the ride ended with a very satisfactory splashdown and a vigorous paddle (two paddles required against the stiff current) to the dock.  We raced four races in breeze that ranged from four to 25 mph (and up).  It rained off and on, but the temperatures were better than predicted.  After rounding the first mark in the first race in first place, Scott and Anne won a major argument with the Daver about whether or not to hoist the chute, but they won it the hard way.  Mr. ‘Know-It-All’ in the back of the boat hoisted the chute and we flogged it down the leg and finished in fourth.  "Crap!"  The breezes built over the day and peaked at the gybe mark in the last race where 616 filled up with water on the gybe but we didn’t dump it.  Thanks, Scott, for getting the vang off!   Unfortunately, Steve Gruver, who sailed extremely well throughout the ECFS, did dump at the same mark in the same 30 mph whammy.
Lloyd and Brian Kitchin were unstoppable all day and finished with a four-point lead in first place.  After all the wipe-outs in the fourth race, the committee decided that we had had enough and brought us in, so we could prepare for the main event – libations, dinner and the costume party presided over by ‘Chief Judge’ Elmer Richards!

Brent Barbehenn prepared a delicious Italian feast with a little help from Costco, while the rest of us enjoyed good beer and very ‘dark and stormies.’  The costumes were fantastic.  Team Scott Latham took first prize with their collection of tombstones for the banking and insurance industries, where a ‘naked’ Sarah Paisley teased the crowd as ‘Fannie Mae’ (‘or then again Mae not!’).  Suzie Edwards captured second place as a very scary witch, and Team Craig ‘Joe the Plumber’ Smith won third place with their togas, laurel wreaths and rubber plunger.  Alas, "Michael Jackson" did not place, which was a great disappointment.  We managed to be good sports about it and are determined to do better next year.

Sunday was a whole different ball game.  It was sunny and the wind was blowing up the river, allowing the race committee to set a true windward-leeward course.  We were "schooled" in what it means to sail in real current – with everyone short-tacking up the side of the river to avoid the channel.  If you went too far into the channel, game over!
  
Lloyd and Brian continued their rampage, scoring a 1-2 for the day.  They won the regatta, Team Hansen took second and Team Jared Ridder with Mike Levy took third.  The weekend was a blast and we'll definitely make this one an annual event.  A big thank you to Brent Barbehenn for showing us a great time!
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