There are still 16 skippers with an opportunity to qualify for the East Coast Fall Series championship by sailing their fourth regatta at the season finale – the Heather Bowl and
Halloween Costume Party at the Red Dragon Canoe Club, in Edgewater Park,
N.J., this coming weekend.

It is an extremely tight contest between three-time National champion Brent Barbehenn and John Baker, who with wife Joy Martin has won the East Coast Fall Series championship an incredible four out of the past seven years.

Can they make it five out of eight?  It's certainly possible – since by sailing a seventh regatta this year, they will automatically qualify for a second throwout.  The scoring permutations are positively mind-boggling, especially with Messieurs Cox and Sprague
leading the music.  (Please see link to the current standings.)  Can Brent take the pressure?  He should – since 1987, he’s racked up six ECFS first place finishes of his own.  

Nipping at Baker's heels in third place is Dave Hansen, who has announced he will definitely attend the final event.  He won't be able to add another throw-out, however, so he and his team will have to accomplish everything on the water.  The facts, ma'am, just the facts.

Following Hansen in 4th, 5th and 6th place respectively are another trio of skippers who are also tightly bunched – Steve Gruver, Brian Kitchin and Bill Wilson.  In fact, Kitchin and Wilson need to sail this regatta bad just to qualify.

Scott Latham and Craig Smith are sitting a short distance back in 7th and 8th places, with Latham greedily eyeing a second throw-out as well.

Dave Foster and Dave Hudson round out the Top 10.

In addition to the racing, competitors will also be vying for "Best in Show" at the costume party on Saturday night.  Chief Judge Elmer Richards and a crack team of eminently bribable associates will dispense a form of prairie justice from the bench.  Charlie Bailey has promised not to wear his speedo – no matter how loud the ladies scream.  Sarah Paisley ain't saying what she'll be wearing. "Just be there, guys!" she
teased.  "You won't forget it!"

Beyond Saturday's costumes and hijinks is the annual ECFS awards ceremony on Sunday after the last race.

What's not to like?

Scott Latham
ECFS Chair
610 486-6810
Here is the leaderboard:
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	ECFS Place
	Overall Position
	Score
	Boat
	Skipper
	# Regattas
	Qualifying?
	# Throwouts

	1
	1
	91.3%
	4004
	Brent Barbehenn
	4
	Yes
	0

	2
	4
	88.7%
	3894
	John Baker
	6
	Yes
	1

	3
	6
	87.5%
	616
	Dave Hansen
	5
	Yes
	1

	4
	10
	84.6%
	3721
	Steve Gruver
	4
	Yes
	0

	5
	12
	83.3%
	3860
	Brian Kitchin
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	6
	13
	82.9%
	3908
	Bill Wilson
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	7
	20
	76.4%
	1329
	Scott Latham
	6
	Yes
	1

	8
	26
	73.7%
	818
	Craig Smith
	5
	Yes
	1

	9
	27
	72.9%
	3913
	Dave Foster
	4
	Yes
	0

	10
	28
	72.4%
	3947
	Dave Hudson
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	11
	30
	70.3%
	4003
	Mike McBride
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	12
	35
	68.4%
	3953
	Rob Dexter
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	13
	37
	67.3%
	216
	Matt Kreuzkamp
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	14
	53
	63.3%
	3732
	Sam Brauer
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	15
	59
	61.3%
	3916
	Dan Patsos
	3
	Needs 1
	0

	16
	64
	59.8%
	3977
	Will Scheck
	3
	Needs 1
	0


